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Parents, Carers and Friends,  

Welcome back to Term 2!  It feels as though we have only just returned from the summer holidays but the reality is the 

Christmas countdown has now officially started!  Staff are busy preparing for the lead up to Christmas including our 

traditional Reception Nativity, Key Stage 1 Christmas Production, Friends of Langney Christmas Fair and whole-school 

Christmas Dinner.   Fingers crossed the boys and girls have been good this year as we also usually have a visit from 

Father Christmas!  In addition to our usual Langney Christmas customs, we are also looking to start some new.  We are 

aiming to have a Nursery Singing Concert, a Key Stage 2 Carol and Reading Service and our own Christmas Tree 

Festival.  Certainly lots to look forward to during this very festive term. 

 

There is lots to tell you as things never stand still here at Langney Primary School.  This term, for example, we are looking 

forward to the arrival of our double decker bus which will be used as additional classroom space for small group work. 

The long awaited pathway leading from the front playground to the new nursery building will also be underway shortly 

(thank you for your patience nursery parents!).   There are several other innovative things in the pipeline to enhance our 

school facilities even further but it is all top secret at the moment!    

 

Our vision is to make Langney Primary School a centre of excellence, with facilities to go with it, in all disciplines.  We are 

for example, quickly becoming a leading school for computing and are one of only a few primary schools with a 

computing suite plus personal tablets for every Year 5 and 6 pupil.  Mr. Dawson has been pivotal in supporting Langney 

to become a flagship school for computing lessons, e-safety and integrating the use of tablets in all subjects.  If YOU 

have any suggestions about how to improve our school facilities further, or even better if you are aware of any funding 

available, please do speak with me.  We would love for example, to be able to teach our pupils Science in a laboratory or 

cooking in a bespoke Food Technology room.  A sensory room for some of our autistic pupils perhaps?  After all, our 

Langney pupils deserve nothing but the best…    

 

We hope you enjoyed taking part in/or watching your child’s ‘Fabulous Finish’ to their topic last term.  We will be in touch 

shortly with dates for this term’s topic finales.  Please do make sure you check the back of this letter for dates of other 

events you won’t want to miss and remember that there is a large sign on the front playground near the Reception class 

entrance which is updated at the start of each month telling you ‘What’s On.’  The calendar on the school website along 

with the ‘Parents of Langney Facebook Page’ are also useful places to find out more information. 

 

Thank you once again for all of your continued support.  Langney is a great school with a fantastic parent community. 

 

Warm Regards, 

         

  
Mrs. J.G. Prentice                

Headteacher 

      www.langneyprimary.co.uk November 2015 

‘At the forefront of education, our vision is to provide opportunity and excellence in all branches of 

learning.  By creating a flagship school that is a ‘Centre of Excellence’ in scores of disciplines, 

academic and beyond, each unique child’s potential is explored and natural talents discovered.  At 

Langney Primary School our vision is to uphold the balance between EXCELLENCE (standards) and 

the ENJOYMENT of learning. 
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READING FOR PLEASURE 

 
Have you been to a Funky Friday Assembly lately?  In addition to its ‘new look’ presentation, we have also have a new 
reward called ‘Mr. Doo’s Book Review.’  Our very own Mr. Doo, who has been employed as our Reading for Pleasure 
Champion, dresses up most weeks as a character from a book which he recommends the children should read.  These 
books are then available in the school library for borrowing.  In addition, Mr. Doo announces reading competitions and 
other reading challenges for the children to take part in.  The children love this aspect of Funky Friday Assembly and are 
disappointed the weeks when Mr. Doo is not dressed up but is himself (not great for Mr. Doo’s esteem!).  You really do 
need to come see it to believe it! 

 
 
To help us raise standards in Reading, we also need your help.  When analysing the children’s progress in Reading 
across the school, we have found a very strong correlation between those children who read at home every day / enter an 
entry in their Home School Link book and the accelerated progress they make.  Please, please, please can you ensure 
you put aside quality time each day, read with or hear your child read and then tell us about it in your Home School Link 
Book.  Children are also rewarded for the number of times they read each week and when they reach 30 reads at home, 
they are given a prize from Mr. Doo.   

 

SPELLING 

 
One of our school improvement priorities this year is Spelling.  When analysing the children’s results from their Grammar, 
Punctuation and Spelling results it became apparent that the children were very able in grammar and punctuation; but 
spelling brought our results down.  This is a direct result of spelling not being taught in a systematic way over the years.  
Some classes for example, have weekly spelling tests whereas others do not.  In order to ensure a consistent approach 
we have invested in a new spelling scheme which will also form part of our Homework Policy. 
 
The new primary national curriculum has a list of words that children are expected to spell by the end of each year group.  
Also, there are specific spelling patterns and rules that must be taught.  Our new spelling scheme will ensure that the 
children are taught these essential skills in a progressive way, through daily spelling teaching.   Each week your child will 
investigate a new spelling rule or pattern and undertake a weekly spelling test.  Results from the spelling test will then be 
used as a diagnostic tool to determine which spelling rules / patterns your child needs continued revision on so that they 
can be successful independent spellers.   
 
Your child’s weekly spellings will be glued into their Home School Link Books at the start of each week, on Monday.  
Please rehearse these spellings with your child as all children will undertake a spelling test at the end of the week on a 
Friday.  Scores from the spelling test will also be sent home so, that as parents, you too can identify your child’s strengths 
and weaknesses. 
 
There will be plenty of time for practice and rehearsal of weekly spellings during lesson time, through fun and interactive 
lessons.  Thank you for your continued support in helping us to raise standards in Spelling. 

 
SCHOOL COUNCIL CAMPAIGN 

 
The children have been learning about British Values in assemblies, our current focus being Democracy.  We have 
looked at the roles within Parliament and are currently duplicating this within our very own School Council election. 
 
Several Year 5 and 6 pupils are running for our Langney School Council President, after submitting a ‘manifesto’ which 
outlined their proposed ideas for changes to the school.  The campaign has begun, as there are lots of ‘Vote for Me’ 
posters around the school, and voting will take place this week on Thursday 5

th
 November. 

 
Your child will be taking part in the school election process via secret ballot.  The four children with the highest number of 
votes will form the senior roles within the School Council (President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer).  All the  
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children that are running have super ideas about how to improve our school and should be congratulated.  Look out for 
the final results of our election through email and follow us on Twitter! 
 
 

 
HOLIDAY CLUB 

 
A parent wrote to me last year explaining the need for working parents to have quality childcare provision during some, if 
not all, of the school holidays.  Personally, I think this is a terrific idea and it has been on the agenda at governors’ 
meetings for some time as a result.  There are however, logistics which need to be carefully considered before acting 
upon this suggestion. 
 
There are many hurdles to overcome e.g. staffing, cost implications, health & safety, Ofsted Registration but please note 
it is something which we are seriously considering and still looking into.  Please look out for an upcoming parent survey 
via Parentmail in order to ascertain genuine interest and need for childcare during the holiday periods. We may also ask 
for a parent working party to be set up in order to provide support with taking this proposal further. 
 
 

 

STAFFING UPDATE 
 
More Langney baby news… 
 
A warm congratulations to Mrs. Evans, a playeader, who had a baby girl 24

th
 October 2015.   

 
Miss Cruttenden (Nursery Teacher and EYFS Phase Achievement Leader) and Mrs. Laslett (PPA Cover Teacher) will  be 
leaving us at the end of Term 2 in order to commence their maternity leaves.  I am sure you will join me in wishing them 
both our warmest congratulations.   
 
I am pleased to inform you that we have appointed Mr. Townsend, to cover Miss Cruttenden’s role.  Mr. Townsend will 
officially start his role in the Nursery from January 1st 2016 but you will see him in the school working alongside Miss 
Cruttenden from late November in order to aid smooth transition.  Mr. Townsend is an outstanding Early Years Teacher 
and leader.  He has a wealth of knowledge about the EYFS and early child development.  Until recently, he worked as an 
Early Years Advisor for East Sussex County Council where he supported staff in nurseries and Children’s Centres 
countywide to ensure outstanding provision.  He was also had a role as Children’s Centre Cluster Co-ordinator so knows 
the former Children’s Centre well.  He has a lovely, positive manner with children. 
 
We have also appointed Mr. Adams to cover Mrs. Laslett’s maternity leave.  Mr. Adams is an extremely experienced 
teacher and previous Computing / Maths Subject Leader, currently working in the school as a Year 6 intervention teacher 
with amazing results.   
 
We look forward to a visit from our latest Langney babies and to both Miss Cruttenden and Mrs.Laslett’s return after their 
maternity leaves. 

 
 
More Langney wedding bells… 
 
We have only just learned the new names of Miss Goss (who is now Mrs. Doherty) AND Miss Barton (who is now Mrs. 
Neale).  I am pleased to announce that Miss Wilson (Year 2 teacher) is also a newlywed as she was married over the half 
term holiday period.  Miss Wilson is now Mrs. Plummer.  A huge congratulations to our latest Langney bride and groom. 
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REMEMBRANCE WEEK 
 
We will be celebrating Remembrance for one week, starting Monday 9

th
 November.  Since our last Remembrance Week 

two years ago, Key Stage Two children have been learning about Nelson Victor Carter who was a local war hero.  They 
will continue their learning about Nelson Victor Carter by: 

• asking Nelson Victor Carter’s grandson, Spike, questions when he visits the school on Monday 9
th
 November; 

• selected children in Years 3 and 4 to lay wreaths at Nelson Victor Carter memorial sites across Eastbourne and 
Hailsham. 
 

In addition, during Remembrance Week some Key Stage 2 children will be visiting the Redoubt Fortress and others will 
be visiting a war trench in Surrey to gain an insight into what it would have been like for a soldier in World War I.    
 
Children in Key Stage One will be learning about ‘people who help us’ and will be having a visit the police, fire brigade, 
orthodontist, veterinary nurse, a guide dog and even soldiers! 
 
There will also be a Remembrance Service for Key Stage 2 pupils (Years 3-6) at the Church where our very own Langney 
Choir will be performing.  All parents of Key Stage 2 pupils are invited to this service (please ensure you arrive by 
10:45am). 
 

 
 

Children In Need Day 
 
BBC Children In Need Day is Friday 13

th
 November (unlucky!).  The focus of the appeal is the Children in Need telethon, 

a whole evening of entertainment featuring various celebrities, but many other events and fundraising activities take place 
around the country. 
 
This year’s theme is ‘BE A HERO’ so children may come dressed up as their favourite hero or alternatively dressed in 
Pudsey clothes.  You can purchase a range of Pudsey merchandise from participating retailers.  
 
We will also be having a Pudsey Cake Sale to raise further funds after school.  Please can you bring in any cake and 
other delicious contributions to the school office on Friday 13

th
 November.  Thank you!   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 
 
Anti-Bullying Week will be taking place, starting Monday 16

th
 November.  During this week children will be learning about 

the different types of bullying and developing their resilience skills should they ever become a victim of a bullying incident.  
Children will also be learning about the difference between ‘bullying’ and ‘friendship fall outs.’ 
 
The newly elected School Council will also be consulting with pupils and parents about their perceptions of bullying at the 
school through a series of questionnaires.  Parent and pupil views will then be used to develop a new Anti-Bullying Policy. 
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In the meantime, please note there is a new function on the front page of our school website for parents and pupils to 
report any forms of bullying, harassment or victimisation.  We have learned from pupils that sometimes things go 
unreported because they are concerned that other pupils will see them ‘telling a teacher.’  This new facility will allow 
pupils and parents to report incidents away from the onlook of others.  All allegations will be formally investigated and a 
response written with the outcomes from the investigation, including what the school will do if an allegation is confirmed. 
 
Please do use this new function as we are unable to do anything or change the behaviour of others, unless we are told 
about it. Thank you. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note the following dates were correct at the time when this letter was distributed.  You will be notified of any changes in subsequent home / 
school communication. 

 

November 
2nd    INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS 
3rd    Photographer in for Year 2 pupils (individual and sibling photographs taken) 
4th    Year 2 and Year 5 pupils to Cineworld for Film Festival 
9th – 13th   Remembrance Week 
11th     KS2 Remembrance Service at the Church, 10:45am (parents welcome to attend)  
13th    Children In Need Day – dress as a superhero or in Pudsey merchandise 
13th   Children In Need Cake Sale (after school) – please bring baking donations to the school 

office in the morning. 
16th – 20th   Anti-Bullying Week  
17th    EYFS Workshop for parents of Reception pupils  
 

December 
4th    Year 3 and 4 Disco 
8th – 9th   Reception and Year 6 Height / Weight Checks 
8th    Nursery Carol Concert for Nursery Parents (9:00am in the main hall) 
10th    Reception Nativity for Parents (two showings:  9:30am and 2:00pm) 
11th    Friends of Langney Christmas Fair 
14th    KS1 Reindeer Run 
15th    Christmas Dinner for all pupils 
16th    KS2 Reindeer Run 
16th    KS1 Christmas Production (for parents of pupils in Years 1&2), 9:30am in main hall 
16th  Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6) Carol & Reading Service / Christmas Tree Festival,  2:00pm in 

main hall 
17th    KS1 Christmas Production (for parents of pupils in Years 1&2), 9:30am and 2:00pm 
18th    LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
21st – 4th Jan  CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 
 

January 
5th    FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 – Pupils return to school 
6th    Parent Consultations (3:30-6:00pm) 
7th    Parent Consultations (3:30-6:00pm) 
14th    Parent Consultations (3:30-6:00pm) 
 


