
The Right School To Meet Individual Needs
Isaac was recently diagnosed with autism so his additional needs 
were something Sally-Anne and Peter considered greatly when 
choosing Langney Primary School. Their daughter, Olivia, also 
has autism and attends a special needs school, so when it came 
to choosing a primary school for Isaac, they knew what kind of 
care and support they were looking for. “From our experiences 
with Olivia, we knew from when Isaac was younger that he had 
some additional needs.  Our son, Liam has dyslexia and received 
excellent support during his time at Langney Primary School. 
Isaac’s needs are different to Olivia’s and we feel certain he will do 
well at Langney,” says Sally-Anne. 

Sally-Anne appreciates the way Langney 
Primary School sees each child as an 
individual and considers additional needs

Sally-Anne and Peter Kitcher live in Eastbourne with their five children:   
Nathan age 20, Amelia age 18, Olivia age 16, Liam age 14 and  
Issac age 4 in Reception.
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Patience and A Willingness To Listen
Isaac finds change very difficult, new environments and 
experiences can be daunting for him. He has delayed speech and 
finds things like wearing new clothes and eating certain foods 
difficult. For Sally-Anne one of the many strengths of Langney 
Primary School is the patience of the staff and their willingness to 
listen to parents and pupils.  

Isaac’s diagnosis is relatively new so he isn’t yet statemented, but 
Sally-Anne feels the school has been excellent in providing Isaac 
with the support he needs. “They’ve spent a lot of time integrating 
him into Reception and the classroom environment. He has some 
one to one support which has really helped with the transition to 
primary school and has been very reassuring for Isaac and for us 
as parents. We’ve found all of the staff incredibly accommodating. 
As Isaac’s speech is delayed, the school have provided him with 
some picture cards to aid communication. It’s little things like this 
that make a big difference!”

Understanding Staff At All Levels
Isaac’s autism means he has some sensory needs which include 
him wanting to touch his food and feel it. “Texture is important to 
Isaac, he’ll only eat certain foods, which means it can be difficult 
when he has school meals.  The kitchen staff have been excellent 
at catering for him and ensuring he has things he likes as well 
as offering new things.  Everyone has been very understanding 
about his need to touch food.”

Seeing Children As Individuals
Sally-Anne and Peter really appreciate the way the teaching staff 
view each child as an individual. They have been reassured by 
the way staff have adapted lessons and school life to meet Isaac’s 
needs. “Isaac will only wear certain clothes. Changing his clothes 
can cause him great distress so getting him to wear school 
uniform can be difficult. They’ve allowed us to adapt the uniform, 
so sometimes he will go to school wearing different trousers or 
we can take his uniform in a bag with him if getting him to wear it 
first thing on a morning is distressing him,” explains Sally-Anne. “It’s 
important to us that Isaac can function in mainstream school and 
we’re really grateful for the accommodating attitude shown by 
Langney. It’s made a big difference to Isaac and to us.” 

Wonderful Staff That Make A Real 
Difference
Sally-Anne has found the staff approachable and easy to 
communicate with. “Isaac’s teacher is always very happy to speak 
to me, even if it’s first thing on a morning and I have to discuss 
some things about how the morning has gone. If there’s a 
problem they’re quick to speak to me. 

“The office staff know each family well - the children and the 
parents - which really helps. We really can’t fault the school! Isaac’s 
confidence and his coping strategies are developing with their 
support, which is great to see.” 

Sally-Anne adds: “We truly believe Langney Primary School is the 
right school for Isaac. Their care and consideration for children 
with additional needs is wonderful. It’s a family community of staff 
who we feel are an extension of our own family.”

Children say:

Isaac says: “My favourite thing about school 
is singing!”


