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Parents, Carers and Friends,  

I can’t believe it is Term 4 already!  Spring is just around the corner and Year 6 pupils have just found out which 

secondary schools they have got into!  Soon we will be finding out which children will be joining us in Reception from 

September 2016.  How quickly time passes when you are having fun! 

 

You may have noticed some minor building developments in recent months.  We now have the long awaited path which 

leads from the front playground to Bright Sparks Nursery. Thank you for your patience with this as these developments do 

take time behind the scenes to plan, co-ordinate and deliver.   

 

The Nursery pathway will be open at the start and end of the day to make it easier for Nursery parents who also drop 

off/collect children at the main school.  Due to obvious security concerns about the front gate being regularly opened and 

closed during lunchtimes, whilst many children are playing on the front playground, please note the Nursery path will be 

closed during lunchtimes. If you are collecting your child from Nursery or dropping them off at lunchtime for half-day 

sessions, please ensure you continue to use the Nursery entrance around the back of the school (Redford Close). Thank 

you. 

 

You may have also noticed that the outdoor area for Nursery Rhyme and Young Classical Classes has been refreshed.  

Although I can’t take ANY credit for this, I would like to take this opportunity to say a HUGE thank you to my wonderful 

Reception teachers and team.  Mrs. Young was in-charge of this project and got many people involved to come in and 

work on a weekend to improve this outdoor learning space for our Langney Reception pupils.  This included Mrs. Young’s 

family - and husband who actually designed and built many of the new wooden structures and equipment.  What a 

talented team and family Mrs. Young has!  A huge thank you also goes to contributions from the Friends of Langney, who  

subsidised some of the costs.   Staff and parents working together (and teachers’ families!) has resulted in something 

truly special. 

 

Working together as a community encapsulates our motto ‘Moving Forward Together.’  Staff, parents, pupils and 

governors working together to refine and improve our school will undoubtedly lead to greatness and achieve our vision of 

being at the forefront of education and providing opportunity / excellence in all branches of learning.  

 

Thank you once again for all of your continued support.  Langney is a great school with a fantastic parent community. 

 

Warm Regards, 

         

  
Mrs. J.G. Prentice                

Headteacher 

 

      www.langneyprimary.co.uk Term 4, 2016 

‘At the forefront of education, our vision is to provide opportunity and excellence in all branches of 

learning.  By creating a flagship school that is a ‘Centre of Excellence’ in scores of disciplines, 

academic and beyond, each unique child’s potential is explored and natural talents discovered.  At 

Langney Primary School our vision is to uphold the balance between EXCELLENCE (standards) and 

the ENJOYMENT of learning. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNORS OF LANGNEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

To keep you regularly updated and informed about the important strategic work of the governors at Langney Primary 

School, we have decided to include ‘A Message From The Governors’ as a regular feature of our termly newsletter.   

 

In case you have ever wondered who is on the governing body and what their roles are, please see the table below: 

Name Type of Governor Area of Responsibility 

Jane McCarthy-
Penman 

LA Governor � Chair of Governors 
� Safeguarding Link Governor 
� Child Protection Link Governor 
� E-Safety Link Governor (shared role) 
� Appeals Panel 
� British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social, 

Cultural Education 

Julie Prentice 
 

Staff Governor (Ex Officio) 
 

� Head Teacher 

Mike Gillman Parent Governor � Vice Chair of Governors 
� Health & Safety Link Governor 
� EYFS Link Governor 
� Head Teacher Performance Management 

Review Panel 
� Appeals Panel 

David Trunkfield Parent Governor � Finance Lead Governor 
� Training Link Governor 
� Head Teacher Performance Management 

Review Panel 
� Pay Panel 
� Discipline Panel 

Nick Barton 
 

Co-opted Governor � SEND and Vulnerable Learners Link Governor 
 

Paul Metcalfe 
 

Co-opted Governor � Pupil Premium Link Governor 
� Appeals Panel 
� English Curriculum 

Steve Maskell Co-opted Governor � E-Safety Link Governor (shared role) 
� Head Teacher Performance Management 

Review Panel 
� Pay Panel 
� Discipline Panel 
� Computing Curriculum 
� Mathematics Curriculum 

Rezia Amin 
 

Staff Governor � SMSC Link Governor 
� British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social, 

Cultural Education 

Steve Browne 
 

Co-opted Governor � Extended Schools Partnership Link Governor 
� Discipline Panel 
� Science Curriculum 

Marion Banner Associated Governor � Assistant Head Teacher 

Gaynor Newnham Employed by the Governing Body � Clerk to Governors 

 
A Message From The Chair of Governors, Jane McCarthy-Penman: 
 

This section of the newsletter is aimed to keep you informed about the Governors’ work and we’re keen 

to receive your opinions.  Is there anything you would like to know more about?  Have you ideas you 

would like the Governing Body to consider?  Please get in touch on governors@langneyprimary.co.uk 

 

Please remember that governor responsibilities are to support and challenge the school with regards to 

its strategic direction; the day-to-day operations of the school are the responsibility of the Headteacher.  

Parent Governors serve on the Governing Body as representative of parents and not as the parents’ 
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spokesperson for specific issues.  Therefore, whilst we want to be aware of the view and ideas of parents 

in general, Parent Governors are not expected to seek parents’ approvals for their actions and/or as a 

contact to make a complaint. 

  

If you want to discuss your child’s education or if you have any concerns, then your first point of contact 

is with your child’s class teacher.  You may also choose to contact the Headteacher initially about other 

matters. 

 

The school has a complaints procedure, details of which can be obtained from the school office. 
 
  

Parent Governor Elections 

I am delighted to announce that Mike Gillman has been re-appointed as a Parent Governor following the 

recent elections.  I want to thank everyone who expressed an interest in this vacancy.  If you are still 

interested in working more closely with the school, you may want to join the Friends of Langney.  Please 

contact the school for further information. 

  

Governor Link Visits 

As you can see from the table above, each School Governor has a ‘link’ role for a particular subject in the 

curriculum or area.  This involves working with the school to ensure that the requirements set out in the 

School Improvement Plan are implemented, monitored and reviewed appropriately.  

  

It is proposed that in future newsletters, we would publish a summary of our visits as a way of keeping 

parents informed about what this means in practice in school. 

  

 

Friends of Langney 

The Governors would like to formally thank the Friends of Langney for their continued support. 

  

They have arranged and supported some fantastic events and I understand, already planning Christmas 

activities! 

  

As ever, events arranged need volunteers to make them happen.  The phrase ‘many hand make light 

work’ is definitely true.  You can be involved in all events or spend 30 minutes covering a stall. 

  

If you would like to get involved with the Friends of Langney, please contact the school office. 

  

Contacting the Governors 

You can contact the Governors by writing to or emailing us at the school.  We may first discuss matters 

with the Headteacher before issues are considered by the full Governing Body. 

 

Jane McCarthy-Penman 

Chair of Governors 
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World Book Day 
 
A huge thank you to all the children who took part in this year’s dressing up for World Book Day.  The children looked 
fabulous and we had a wide range of book characters.   
 

 
 

 
 
It was also great to see the staff dressing up too which included the entire Reception Team as characters from their 
current class book ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ and Year 1 staff dressed as aliens from their class text ‘Aliens Love 
Underpants.’ Typically Mrs. Banner and I were ‘wallies’ dressed up from ‘Where’s Wally’ and suffered from many jokes 
about not being able to find us.  The joke certainly grew tired by the end of the day! 

 
Reading for Pleasure – Opportunity To Meet Famous Author Jacqueline Wilson 
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With our current school focus on Reading for Pleasure, help celebrate the latest book by the famous author Jacqueline 

Wilson by attending a reading from her upcoming book ‘Rent A Bridesmaid.’  Dame Jacqueline Wilson is a former 

Children’s Laureate and a multi award- winning, best-selling author whose books have sold over 38 million copies in the 

UK alone and been translated into 34 different languages. 

 

Dame Jacqueline Wilson will be reading, answering questions and signing books for her fans on Tuesday 17 May at 
Dean’s Place in Alfriston.  Further details are below: 

 

Date: Tuesday 17 May 

Time: Doors open at 6pm for a 6:30 start 

Tickets include: £5 off a copy of Rent a Bridesmaid (available on the night). Juice and biscuits will be served. 

You should know: Jacky will sign no more than two books per person. All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Copies of Rent a Bridesmaid and other books by Jacky will be available on the night. 

Event venue: Deans Place Hotel, Seaford Road, Alfriston, BN26 5TW. Parking is available. 

Tickets: £10, available at Much Ado or on-line using the following link: 

 

http://www.muchadobooks.com/jacquelinewilson.php?utm_source=Jacqueline+Wilson+Rent+a+Bridesmaid&utm_cam

paign=Rent+a+Bridesmaid&utm_medium=email 

 
SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

 
The School Council have initiated both parent and pupil surveys about which values should be agreed as Langney’s 
‘Core Values.’  These values will form the basis for all that we do at the school, including our behaviour and interactions 
with each other.  As staff, children, governors and parents we will be expected to adhere to these values. 
 
Thank you to all of those who took part in this important survey.  Once survey results have been compiled, the School 
Council will announce our new core values. 
 

 
 
 

HOLIDAY CLUB 

A parent wrote to me last year explaining the need for working parents to have quality childcare provision during some, if 
not all, of the school holidays.  Personally, I think this is a terrific idea and it has been on the agenda at governors’ 
meetings for some time as a result.  There are however, logistics which need to be carefully considered before acting 
upon this suggestion. 
 
With thanks to KLAS Coaching, we trialled a Football Holiday Club over the February half-term period.  There were many 
successes and things to still ponder as a result of this.  Please look out for an upcoming parent survey via Parentmail in 
order to ascertain genuine interest and need for childcare during the holiday periods. We may also ask for a parent 
working party to be set up in order to provide support with taking this proposal further. 
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STAFFING UPDATE 
 
More Langney baby news… 
 
Warm congratulations to Miss Cruttenden, EYFS Phase Achievement Leader and Nursery Teacher, who gave birth to a 
baby girl, Lola Primrose Cadey on 5

th
 February 2016.  Lola was a healthy 7lb 5oz. 

 
Warm congratulations is also extended to Mrs. Laslett, who also gave birth to a baby boy, Oliver Martin on 23

rd
 January 

2016.  Oliver was 8lb 9oz. 
 
In addition, I am pleased to announce two more staff who are also expecting: Miss Morris (Reception TA in Lullaby Class) 
and Kate Rakow (Playleader). 

 

 
 

 
PARKING 
 
Despite a car park being cleared for our use by the Church / Scouts Hut, parking congestion AND cars coming down 
Chailey Close continues to be a sore issue for many of us.   
 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE AVOID DRIVING DOWN CHAILEY CLOSE AT ALL TIMES.  Although I do not have the 
power to stop cars from coming down the close, it does seem to be the same inconsiderate drivers which has resulted in 
more ‘near misses.’  Some parents have requested that we ‘name and shame’ drivers by listing car registration plates in 
the school newsletter but I am afraid that will only cause anger and conflict; as a school we need to be ‘moving forward 
together’ to resolve this issue.   
 
As a result of the school nursery now being located behind the school in the former Children’s Centre, I regret to inform 
you that the same problem is now being replicated there too.  Cars are driving down Redford Close and an accident with 
one of our youngest nursery pupils is now waiting to happen.  Please think before driving down this narrow close. 
 
We are still working behind the scenes with governors and councillors to see what we can do further to alleviate our car 
parking problems but there is no short-term solution. At present we already alleviate the number of cars at peak times 
(before and after school) by providing a Breakfast Club and many after school clubs.  We will now need to consider some 
‘outside of the box’ thinking to alleviate these continuing issues.  Many of our best ideas come from our parents so if you 
have any brainwaves, please do see me on the school gate!  I am always happy to listen! 
 
 

 
 
  
 

Home Injury Prevention for Children – Blind Cord and Chain Safety  

The UK Chief Medical Officers (CMOs) have asked us to participate in an awareness raising campaign on the above 
subject.  The purpose of this section of the newsletter is therefore to draw attention to the dangers of blind cords/chains 
you may have in the home.  Children under 5, particularly those aged 16-36 months, are at most risk from blind/cord 
strangulation.  In the UK, the CMOs are aware of 17 deaths from blind cord strangulation since 2010. 
 
New European standards were introduced in February 2014, making it a requirement that new blinds must be “safe by 
design.”  Regrettably, there are still blinds across the UK that do not comply with the new standards, leaving the potential 
for more injuries and deaths of this nature. 
 
Please check that any blinds you have at home meet the required standards.  A guide to window blind safety is available 
on the ‘Make It Safe’ website at the following address - http://www.makeitsafe.org.uk 
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INSET DAYS 
 
Many of you have been asking about INSET Days and when our next ones are booked.  We have two remaining INSET 
days which will be on the last two days of the academic year – Thursday 21

st
 July and Friday 22

nd
 July.  These dates 

will be used by teachers to forward plan the curriculum for the following year. 
 
 
Some parents have requested that in future years we book all five INSET days together.  Although this is good idea in 
principle for parents to be able to afford holidays during term time, it does mean however that teachers’ professional 
development would have to be undertaken in just one week and with education evolving as much as it is at the moment – 
we would not have any days left if it was necessary at other points during the year.  I will however give this considerable 
thought and let you know. 
 
In the meantime, book your summer holidays to start Thursday 21

st
 July 2016! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note the following dates were correct at the time when this letter was distributed.  You will be notified of any 
changes in subsequent home / school communication. 

 

March  
8th  EYFS Parent Information Event about Writing and Mark Making (2:00-3:00pm in main 

hall) 
11th    MUFTI DAY – please bring a ‘chocolate donation’ 
11th    Free CPR and First Aid Training for Parents (1:00-3:00pm in SEND Mobile) 
15th    Year 6 Fabulous Finish – Brass (parents invited to attend 2:45pm in main hall) 
18th    Langney ‘Easter Egg Hunt’ (organised by Friends of Langney) 
18th    Sport Relief Day (Children to dress up in Sports Clothes and bring £1 donation) 
18th    Year 1 Fabulous Finish – Alien Tea Party (parents invited to attend 2-3pm) 
22nd    Year 3 Trip to Legoland 
22nd    Nursery Fabulous Finish (parents invited to attend 9:00-10:15am) 
22nd    Year Reception Fabulous Finish (parents invited to attend 2:30pm – 3:10pm) 
23rd    Year 5 – Trip to London to see ‘The Lion King’ musical 
23rd    Nursery Fabulous Finish (parent invited to attend 2:00-3:00pm) 
24th    Year 2 Fabulous Finish – Aboriginal Art (parents invited to attend 2:00-3:15pm) 
24th    Last Day of Term 4 
 

April 
11th    First Day of Term 5 
11th – 20th   Year 2 SATS – Mathematics 
25th    Let’s Get Cooking ‘Cookathon’ – after school Let’s Get Cooking group 
 

May  
4th  Bike To School Day (children encouraged to bicycle to school) 
5th    School Nurse Drop In Clinic for Parents (2:15-3:15pm – please sign in at school office) 
9th – 13th  Year 6 SATS Week 
23rd – 27th  Year 6 Residential Week 
27th  Last Day of Term 5 
 

June  
2nd    School Nurse Drop In Clinic for Parents (2:15-3:15pm – please sign in at school office) 
6th    First Day of Term 6 
11th  Eastbourne Carnival (Some Year 4 pupils will be selected to take part.  Please come 

show your support on this Saturday!) 
13th – 17th  Year 1 Phonics Screening Checks to take place 
27th  Year 6 Trip to University of Sussex 
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July 
7th  School Nurse Drop In Clinic for Parents (2:15-3:15pm – please sign in at school office) 
9th  Langney Summer Fair (this is a Saturday!) 
15th  Year 6 Prom (6-9pm) 
20th  Last Day of School – Term 6 
20th  Year 6 Leaver’s Service (9:00am) 
21st  INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 
22nd  INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 
 
 


