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Foreign Languages Policy 

 

1    Aims and Objectives 
 
1.1    
Modern Foreign Languages are a valued part of the curriculum, providing a purposeful 

means for promoting confidence, enjoyment and proficiency in the four basic skills; 
reading, writing, listening and speaking. We aim to provide an insight into the culture 
and customs of countries where Spanish is the main language. We aim to develop an 

awareness of the structure of the language and of language learning, thus providing an 
excellent linguistic base for the continued study of a foreign language beyond the end 
of Key Stage 2. We believe that it is important to extend each pupil to his/her full 

potential in both languages and to engender in them a desire to continue in their 
learning of other languages and cultures. 
 
 

1.2   
The national curriculum for MFL aims to ensure that all pupils by the end of each key 
stage, know, can apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in 

the relevant programmes of study.  
 
Key Stage 2 Pupils should be taught: 

 
SPEAKING 
Year 3: To ask and answer simple pre-learned questions from memory. 

 
Year 4: To rehearse and perform short role plays drawing on one topic, with several 
exchanges and secure pronunciation. 

 
Year 5: To ask and answer simple questions on the current topic and to adapt models 
successfully to give own information, including simple opinions, substituting individual 

words. 
 
Year 6: To ask and answer simple questions on the current topic. 

 
 
LISTENING 

Year 3: To understand and respond to a few familiar spoken words and short phrases, 
spoken slowly and clearly. To follow along and repeat key words from a song, rhyme 
or poem. 

 
Year 4: To understand and respond to a range of familiar spoken words and short 
phrases. To join in the re-telling / playing of a familiar story, song, rhyme or poem 

using gestures or by saying key words and phrases. 
 
Year 5: To understand and respond to a range of familiar spoken words and short 
phrases. To join in the re-telling / playing of a familiar story, song, rhyme or poem 

using gestures or by saying key words and phrases. 
 
Year 6: To understand a short passage made up of familiar words and basic phrases 

concerning self, people, places or simple actions when people speak slowly and clearly.  
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To produce from memory familiar parts of known stories, songs, rhymes and poems 
when listening to the source material. 

 
 
READING 

Year 3: To understand some familiar written words and short phrases. 
 
Year 4: To read and understand a range of familiar written phrases 

 
Year 5: To understand familiar words and very simple sentences (for example on 
notices and posters). 

 
Year 6: To understand a short text made up of short sentences with familiar language 
on a familiar topic. 

 
WRITING 
Year 3: To write some single words from memory, with plausible spelling. To (with 

support) substitute one element in a simple phrase or sentence to vary the meaning. 
For example the colour, adjective or the noun. 
 

Year 4: To write simple words and several short phrases from memory with 
understandable spelling.  
 

To substitute one element in a simple phrase or sentence to vary the meaning. For 
example the colour, adjective or the noun. 
 
Year 5: To write words, phrases and short simple sentences from his/her repertoire 

from memory with understandable spelling.  
 
To change a range of single elements in sentences to create new sentences. 

 
Year 6: To write a short, simple text from memory, using simple sentences from one 
familiar topic with reasonable spelling. 

 
To write sentences on a few topics using a model, e.g. a writing frame 
 

 
 

Teaching and learning style 
  
2.1  
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in MFL  lessons. The principal 

aims are to develop skills and understanding in all children’s speaking, listening, 
reading and writing skills in Spanish. We achieve this through a mixture of whole class, 
small group, paired and individual activities. Within lessons, opportunities are given to 

work on their own and to collaborate with others, listening to other children’s ideas and 
treating these with respect.  
 

The curriculum is particularly enhanced through the use of a variety of oral (songs, 
phrases, vocabulary) lessons, reading comprehension lessons (short texts where the 
children are expected to apply their existing lexical knowledge) and written sessions 
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(opportunities to create written pieces using and adapting their existing knowledge).  
Children have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, 
including ICT. 

 
 
2.2   

In all classes there are children of differing abilities. Whilst recognising this fact,   we 
provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the 
task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies: 

 
 Setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of 

results; 
 Setting tasks of increasing difficulty, where children can take responsibility 

for challenging themselves and self-improvement; 

 Grouping children and setting different tasks for each group; 
 Providing a range of challenge through the provision of different resources. 

 
 

 

3.  Planning 
 
3.1  

The curriculum planning in MFL is carried out in three phases (long-term, medium-term 
and short-term). The long-term plan maps out the MFL activities covered in each term 
during the key stage. The MFL subject leader works this out in conjunction with 

teaching colleagues in each year group. 
 
3.2  

Our medium-term plans give details of the age-related expected outcomes for each 
sport, each term to ensure progression as children move through the school. These 
plans define what we teach and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of 

Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing activities across each term. The subject 
leader reviews these plans.  
 

3.3  
Our specialist MFL teacher, in conjunction with the class teacher, completes a weekly 
plan for each MFL lesson. These list the specific learning objectives and outcomes for 

each lesson and give details of how the lessons are to be taught. The class teacher 
keeps these individual plans, and the class teacher and subject leader discuss them on 
an informal basis. Each lesson is based around the format of: Warm up, Skill 

progression, Application and Cool down. 
 
 

 Contribution of MFL to teaching in other curriculum areas 
 
4.1 Information and communication technology (ICT) 

We use ICT to support MFL teaching when appropriate. For example: Children in Upper 
Key Stage 2 often use their class tablets to access real-time Spanish language websites 
for a multitude of learning opportunities such as: prices for food and drink, exchange 

rates and weather across different regions of Spain,  
 
4.2 Personal, social, and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
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MFL contributes to the development of children who are fully ready and prepared to be 
involved in the wider world as a citizen with a multicultural education. 
 

4.3 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
The teaching of MFL offers opportunities to support the social development of our 
children through the expectations and experiences of working both as a team and as 

an individual. Children develop a respect for cultural diversity and similarities to their 
own culture. Children develop a better understanding of the Spanish way of life.  
 

 

5.      Teaching MFL to children with Special Education Needs and 
Disabilities 

 
5.1  
Langney Primary prides itself on its inclusive and supportive ethos across the 

curriculum. Teachers provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of 
the children with learning difficulties through adapting teaching and provision wherever 
necessary. This is achieved using a vast range of tools and techniques from extra adult 

support, differentiation of equipment and activities to focus activities for children with 
EHC plans to enhance progress in specific areas of need. We aim to ensure every child 
feels included, safe and motivated during every MFL lesson. 

 
 

6.   Assessment and Recording 
 
6.1  
Teachers assess children’s work in MFL by making assessments as they observe them 

working during lessons. They record the progress made by children against the 
learning objectives for their lessons. At the end of a unit of work, teachers make a 
judgement against the end of year expectations, as outlined in the ‘MFL End of Year 

expectations’ document. They record this information and use it to plan the future 
work of each child. These records also enable the teacher to make an annual 
assessment of the progress for each child, as part of the child’s annual report to 

parents. The teacher passes this information on to the next teacher at the end of each 
year.  
  

 
7  Resources 
 

7.1  
There is a wide range of resources to support the teaching of MFL. These involve a 
variety of everyday and cultural items that can be used for the development of Spanish 
in week to week teaching. The use of Digital media such as presentations, Spanish 

language websites and interactive DVDs are also integral. Children in UKS2 will 
regularly use their personal tablets to research areas of Spanish life and culture and to 
increase their exposure to the spoken and written language. 
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8  Health and safety 
 
 

8.1  
The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this subject.  
 

 
9  Monitoring and review 

 
9.1  
The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and quality of teaching in MFL is the 

responsibility of the MFL subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves 
supporting colleagues in the teaching of MFL, being informed about current 
developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject 
in the school. The MFL subject leader must create an action plan at the start of each 

academic year to determine the subject’s priority areas for improvement for the year.  
This must then be evaluated at the end of the year and reported back to the 
Headteacher. The MFL subject leader has specially-allocated, regular management time 

in order to review evidence of the children’s work and undertake lesson observations of 
MFL teaching across KS2. 

 
 

  
 
 
  


