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Parents, Carers and Friends,  

This year feels like a whirlwind!  They say ‘time flies when you are having fun’ and that certainly is the case here at 

Langney Primary School! 

 

Last term was an incredible term with the number of activities taking place. From Year 3 screening their very own films at 

Cineworld, Year 6 attending their residential trip, Reception classes learning how to maypole dance and Year 4’s trip to 

Brighton’s Earthship – it’s hard to keep up with it all!  That is why we developed the new Headteacher’s Blog on the 

homepage of our website so that you are kept up to the minute with things that happen at the school on a daily basis.  It is 

a full time job updating the blog these days!   

 

Please make sure you look at the website on a daily basis to browse all of the amazing things that happen at our school  

– as you may not even be aware or you may find yourself surprised!  Also, all dates for school events are kept up to date 

so if you are in doubt – look at the homepage of our website on www.langneyprimary.co.uk. 

 

We have kick started this term with more excitement from our successful Race for Life Event and the many ‘Stunning 

Starts’ to new class topics.  We certainly have the ‘enjoyment’ factor but don’t worry, this is balanced by ‘excellence.’   

The Year 2 and 6 children have completed their end of key stage statutory tests (SATS) and the Year 1 Phonic Screening 

is now underway.  In addition, recent monitoring of every child’s learning and books at Pupil Progress Meetings 

showcased the achievement of our children; despite the increased expectations placed on pupils as a result of the new 

National Curriculum.  A huge well done to both children and teachers too! 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to formally thank the Friends of Langney for their hard work and dedication.  I am 

lost for words (and that happens rarely!).   Not only has a huge difference been made by the Friends of Langney for the 

opportunities and events afforded to the pupils, but the school building is looking much smarter too!  The school looks 

cared for and loved.  

 

A MASSIVE THANK YOU for example, to all of the parents who gave up their weekend last term to paint the parent 

shelter and wooden fence at the front of the school.  Plans are afoot to repaint the render at the front of the school too.  

Thank you also to Mrs. Fielder for making the gorgeous bunting out of old school uniform!  Senior leaders have even 

placed orders for their offices!   

 

Finally, a GIGANTIC THANK YOU to parent Mr. Curtis (Curtis Landscaping) for supplying all materials and working his 

socks off to create our beautiful beach memorial gardens at the back of the school.  Again, I am lost for words.  Thank 

you, thank you, thank you. 

 

…and that is why Langney School is special and in a league of its own.  Lots can be achieved when the whole school 

community work together and support each other.  After all, we have the same vision and that is to make Langney the 

best possible school for our amazing and well deserving children.  
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Thank you once again for all of your continued support.   

 

 

            
Warm Regards, 

         

  
Mrs. J.G. Prentice                

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL VALUES 

 

Pupils, staff and parents have democratically voted and agreed our new core school values.  A poster competition has 

been held and the winning design is being professionally printed so we can have signage around the school.  Now, the 

School Council are deciding on a reward system for children who consistently apply one or more of the school values to 

guide their behaviour and interactions.  So far, the School Council like the idea of children earning badges (like Scouts 

and Brownies) or Values trophies (similar to our Oscar Award).  What do you think?  Do you have any suggestions?  If so, 

please write to Mrs. Prentice using the contact tool on the school website and/or speak to me on the school gate.  

Alternatively, your child can speak to their School Council Class Representative. 

 

Our first school value that the children have been learning about is POSITIVITY.  “If you think you can, you’re right.  If you 

think you can’t, you’re right!” (Henry Ford). 

 

The following key message have been taught (in a child-friendly way) about our school value of positivity, so it would be 

great if you could reinforce them at home.  We discussed: 

• The benefits of having a ‘positive mindset’ (someone who predominantly thinks in a positive way).  

• The difference between seeing the ‘glass have empty’ and the ‘glass half full.’ 

• What people might say or do if they have a ‘negative mindset’ and possible reasons for their behaviour / impact 

on others. 

• What people might say or do if they have a ‘positive mindset.’ 

• How to approach problems or difficulties with positive thinking. 

• Our mindset will believe whatever we keep telling it.  In order to change from a negative to a positive mindset, we 

need to re-train our mind and fill it with lots of affirmations / positive self talk, over and over again. 

 

 

‘At the forefront of education, our vision is to provide opportunity and excellence in all branches of 

learning.  By creating a flagship school that is a ‘Centre of Excellence’ in scores of disciplines, 

academic and beyond, each unique child’s potential is explored and natural talents discovered.  At 

Langney Primary School our vision is to uphold the balance between EXCELLENCE (standards) and 

the ENJOYMENT of learning. 
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Children and teachers have been asked to nominate people who show the value of positivity. These nominations will be 

shared in our weekly ‘Values’ assembly.. 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNORS OF LANGNEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

This section of the newsletter is to keep you informed about governors’ work. 

 
During last term, Governors completed the following monitoring visits at the school where they observed and challenged 
leaders on school developments such as: 
  

� Development of Phase Leadership 
� Impact of interventions with a focus on SEND and pupils eligible for pupil premium funding 
� Assessment without Levels 
� Subject Leadership – Spelling/Geography 
� Mindfulness 
� E-Safety 

 
For full reading of reports, please have a look on the new governor section of the school website. 
 

 
E-SAFETY AWARD 

 
In the last newsletter, you were told about the school receiving the prestigious ICT Mark (which was also publicised in the 
Eastbourne Herald).  Well, more good news!  The school has now also received the esteemed E-SAFETY accreditation! 
 
It was a rigorous process where two assessors spoke to senior leaders, our Computing Teacher / E-Safety Lead, staff, 
governors, pupils and parents.  Overall the assessors were extremely impressed by how the school goes above and 
beyond to keep our children safe online.  The final report was glowing with comments such as: 
 

• “The school not only meets but also exceeds the benchmark levels for assessment in most cases.” 

• “A comprehensive education programme is in place which is truly embedded throughout all areas of Langney 
life.” 

• “Students are confident in their discussions about e-safety and can provide examples of how such messages are 
promoted throughout their community. 

• “In addition to Safer Internet Day, assemblies and a dedicated e-safety term, the message is delivered 
consistently over the course of the academic year and includes topics such as digital footprints, gaming, 
netiquette, cause and consequence.” 

• “The passion, pride and confidence with which students articulated their involvement in e-safety planning was 
clear. Their input and contributions are certainly valued and help shape the various initiatives that are present in 
the school.” 

• “A “closed” Langney parents’ Facebook group has been setup by parents of the school. However, two parent / 

teachers have administration rights and deal swiftly with any potential unsavoury comments.” 

 
The assessors congratulated Langney for the hard work and strategic e-safety provision and has “no hesitation in 
recommending Mr. Dawson and Langney Primary School as a centre for best practice and would encourage visits to see 
first hand how it should be done!” 
 
A huge thank you to those who took part and a big pat on the back to Mr. Dawson and the E-Safety Committee. 

 

 
STAFFING CHANGES 
 
Mrs. Wickens (Lower Key Stage 2 Phase Achievement Leader) will be seconded from September 2016 – April 2017, in 
the first instance, as Acting Deputy Headteacher at Willingdon Primary School.  A huge congratulations to Mrs. Wickens 
as she pursues the next stage of her school leadership career.   
 
As this is a seconded post, Mrs. Wickens is currently due to return after Easter. 
 
We welcome back Miss Cruttenden and Mrs. Laslett from their maternity leaves at the end of July.   
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PARKING 
 
Despite a car park being cleared for our use by the Church / Scouts Hut, parking congestion AND cars coming down 
Chailey Close continues to be a sore issue for many of us.   
 
FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR CHILDREN, PLEASE AVOID DRIVING DOWN (OR PARKING) ON CHAILEY CLOSE AT 
ALL TIMES.  Unfortunately, we had to call an ambulance to the school at the end of last term and the ambulance 
struggled to drive down Chailey Close to get to the school playground.  Once again, this has raised the importance of this 
issue.  What if a fire truck needed to come to the school?   
 
Thank you for listening to this standard item in the school newsletter. 
 

 
NELSON FAMILY FUN DAY and FRIENDS OF LANGNEY SUMMER FAIR 
 

 
 
Don’t forget to join us on Saturday 9

th
 July from 10am to 2pm for the Nelson Family Fun Day and the biggest Friends of 

Langney Summer Fair we have ever seen! 
 
Since our Remembrance Week nearly two years ago, in history children have been learning about local war hero Nelson 
Victor Carter.  Nelson Victor Carter was awarded the Victoria Cross as a result of his actions at the Battle of Boars Head.  
To celebrate his life, there will be interactive living history displays, an exhibition about Nelson Victor Carter and much 
more. 
 
In addition, the Friends of Langney will be hosting their biggest event this year.  Here is a list of some of the activities we 
are looking forward to.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Grand opening at 10am  
Langney Bake Off (judging at 10:30am) 

Football Raffle 
Bouncy Castle 

Obstacle Course 
Ice Cream 

Adopt a Bear Tombola 
Face Painting 

Lucky Dip 
Children vs Staff Football Matches at 11am and 1pm 

Performances by children 
Tug of War Contest 

Eastbourne Silver Band 
Local Charity Stalls 

Food and Refreshments 
…and much much more! 

 
 

INTER-HOUSE FOOTBALL COMPETITION 
 
One of our events to celebrate the life of Nelson Victor Carter VC will be a football tournament, which will take place during our 
school lunchtimes for one week starting on Monday 4 July. Selected children from each class in years 3,4,5 and 6 will play to 
represent their Houses. There will be two matches per lunchtime with the semi-final being played on Thursday and the final on 
Friday. The winners will be the first to win our brand new Nelson Victor Carter Cup. We hope the children have fun playing and 
cheering each other on. Look out for match reports on the school blog. 
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CLOTHING BANK 

 
A shoe and clothing bank will soon be located on the front playground.  Any donations would be appreciated as donations will 
not only generate additional funds for the school (50p per kilogram of bags collected) but will also support ‘The Rockinghorse' 
(charity no: 1018759) (www.rockinghorse.org.uk).  The Rockinghorse is a children's charity based in Brighton, they are the 
official fundraising arm 'Royal Alexandra Children's Hospital' and also work with the Trevor Mann Baby Unit based in the 'Royal 
Sussex County Hospital.'   
  

 
LATE ARRIVAL OR COLLECTION OF PUPILS 

 
Recently we have been experiencing a large number of pupils who are collected late after school.  At present, the children wait 
in the front entrance for parents but we are now unable to sustain this.   If your child is collected late after school, the school 
secretary will now be asking you to sign a register along with the reason for late collection.  We will be using this to audit 
whether it is the same children being collected late and if so these pupils  will need to start going to Twilights Club which will be 
chargeable (even if it is for a short time).  Please can I remind you that school finishes at 3:10 for infant pupils and 3:15pm for 
junior pupils.  Please collect your child promptly. 
 
There will also be a register for children who arrive late to school in the mornings.  If your child arrives after 8:50am you must 
enter through the office. You  will then be asked to sign a register and provide a reason for your child’s late arrival.  Parents will 
no longer be able to take their child to the classroom unless there is an exceptional reason.   
 
Both of these new registers will be monitored by the East Sussex Attendance Officer who monitors our school attendance on a 
fortnightly basis. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
 
INCREASE IN RATES NEXT YEAR 
 
As a school we must annually review the rates we charge for Breakfast Club, Twilights Club and the additional hours purchased 
in Nursery.  As a result of the increased living wage, these prices will inevitably need to rise from September 2016.   
 
In addition, in comparison to other schools we charge considerably less for our out of school services and will therefore need to 
bring them more in line with what other schools charge.  Once confirmed by governors, you will be informed about these price 
changes. 
 
We will however, try our utmost to continue offering free after school clubs as we do presently.  
 
 
INSET DAYS 

  
DON’T FORGET THE LAST DAY OF TERM IS WEDNESDAY 20

TH
 JULY 2016. 

 
The school is closed to pupils on Thursday 21

st
 and Friday 22

nd
 July.  The teachers however, will be learning themselves 

and will be busy planning exciting new topics for next year! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note the following dates were correct at the time when this letter was distributed.  You will be notified of any 
changes in subsequent home / school communication. 

June 
27th  Year 6 Trip to University of Sussex 
28th  Reception Sports Day (1:30pm start).  Parents invited to attend. 
28th  Year 5 Fabulous Finish (2:45pm – parents invited to attend) 
29th  Years 1 and 2 Sports Day (1:30pm). Parents invited to attend. 
29th  EYFS/Y1 Transition Event for Parents of Children Moving To Year 1 (6:00pm) 
30th  Years 3 and 4 Sports Day (1:30pm).  Parents invited to attend. 
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July 
1st  Years 5 and 6 Sports Day (1:30pm).  Parents invited to attend.  
2nd  Langney ‘Flashmob’ at Arndale Centre (outside of BHS) at 11:00am. 
2nd  Unveiling of Nelson Victor Carter Plaque at Redoubt Fortress (12-2pm) 
5th  Charlie and The Chocolate Factory Production (6pm) 
6th  Charlie and The Chocolate Factory Production (6pm) 
7th  Year 4 Fabulous Finish (2:30pm – parents invited to attend) 
7th  School Nurse Drop In Clinic for Parents (2:15-3:15pm – please sign in at school office) 
9th  Nelson VC Fun Day and Summer Fair 
13th  Year 1 Fabulous Finish (2:30pm – parents invited to attend) 
14th  Year 3 Fabulous Finish (2:00pm – parents invited to attend) 
15th  Year 2 Fabulous Finish (2:30pm – parents invited to attend) 
15th  Year 6 Prom (6-9pm) 
18th  Reception Fabulous Finish (2:00pm – parents invited to attend) 
18th  Informal Parent Open Evening (3:15 – 4:30pm) 
19th  Year 2 Trip to the park 
20th  Last Day of School – Term 6 
20th  Year 6 Leaver’s Service (9:00am) 
20th  Nursery Fabulous Finish (9:15am – parents invited to attend) 
21st  INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 
22nd  INSET DAY (school closed to pupils) 
 


