
 

 

Key 
Stage 

Year 
Group 

Transcription (Spelling) Handwriting Composition Vocabulary, Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Key 

Stage 
1 

1 

I can identify known phonemes in 
unfamiliar words. 
 
I can use syllables to divide words 
when spelling. 
 
I use what I know about alternative 
phonemes to narrow down 
possibilities for accurate spelling. 
 
I can name all the letters of the 
alphabet in order. 
 
I can use letter names to show 
alternative spellings of the same 
phoneme. 
 
I can spell using ff, ll, ss, zz, ck. 
 
I can spell words with ‘kn’ 
 
I can spell words with ‘tch’  
 
I can spell words that end with ‘ve’ 
 
I can spell words ending in –y. 
 
I can spell new consonant spellings 
‘ph’ and ‘wh.’ 
 
I can spell using ‘k’ for the /k/. 
sound (e.g. rather than c). 
 
I can add the prefix ‘-un’ to the 
beginning of a word without any 
change to the spelling of the root 
word. 
 
I can spell compound words. 
 
I can use the spelling rule for adding 
‘s’ or ‘es’ for plurals of nouns and as 
the third person singular marker for 
verbs.  
 

I can sit correctly at a table, holding 
a pencil comfortable and correctly. 
 
I can form lower case letters in the 
correct direction, starting and 
finishing in the right place. 
 
I can form capital letters. 
 
I can form digits 0-9.  
 
I can leave spaces between words. 
 
I can explain which letters belong to 
which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. 
letters that are formed in similar 
ways). 
 

I can compose a sentence orally 
before writing it. 
 
I can sequence sentences to form 
short narratives. 
 
I can sequence sentences in 
chronological order to recount and 
event or experience.  
 
I can re-read what I have written to 
check that it makes sense. 
 
I can discuss what I have written 
with the teacher or other pupils. 
 
I can read aloud my writing clearly 
enough to be heard by my peers 
and the teacher. 
 
  

Word Level: 
 
I can add plural noun suffixes  –s or –es; and 
can explain the effects of these suffixes on 
the noun. 
 
I can add suffixes –ing, -ed, -er; where no 
change is needed in the spelling of root 
words. 
 
I can explain how the prefix –un changes the 
meaning of verbs and adjectives (e.g. 
negation such as unkind, undoing, untie). 
 
Sentence Structure: 
 
I can combine words to make a sentence. 
 
I can join two sentences using ‘and’. 
 
Text Structure 
 
I can sequence sentences to form a short 
narrative. 
 
Punctuation: 
 
I can separate words using finger spaces. 
 
I can use capital letters to start a sentence. 
 
I can use a full stop to end a sentence. 
 
I can use a question mark. 
 
I can use an exclamation mark. 
 
I can use capital letters for names. 
 
I can use capital letter for the pronoun  ‘I’. 
 
Terminology 
 
I can use the terminology:  letter, capital 
letter. 
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I can spell using the endings –ing, -
ed, -er’ to verbs where no change is 
needed to the root word. 
 
I can spell by adding –er and –est to 
adjectives where no change is 
needed to the root word. 
 
I can spell using vowel digraphs ai, 
ay, a-e. 
 
I can spell using vowel digraphs oi, 
oy. 
 
I can spell using vowel digraph e-e 
and ea. 
 
I can spell using vowel digraph i-e. 
 
I can spell using vowel digraph o-e. 
 
I can spell using the vowel digraph 
u-e. 
 
I can spell using the digraph 
stressed sound –er (her, verb), 
digraph unstressed sound -er  
(better, under), –ir (girl, bird) and –
ur (turn, hurt). 
 
I can spell using the vowel digraph –
oo (e.g. food, pool, moon). 
 
I can spell using the vowel digraph -
00 (e.g. book, took, foot, wood). 
 
I can spell using the vowel digraph 
oa (e.g. boat, coat, road). 
 
I can spell using the vowel digraph –
oe (e.g. toe, goes). 
 
I can spell using the vowel digraph –
ou (e.g. out, about, mouth, around) 
 
I can spell using the digraphs –ow 
(e.g. now, how, brown, down) and -
ow (e.g. own, blow, snow, grow). 
 
I can spell using the vowel digraphs 
ue (e.g. blue, clue, true, rescue). 

 
I can use the terminology: word, singular, 
plural. 
 
I can use the terminology: sentence. 
 
I can use the terminology:  punctuation, full 
stop, question mark, exclamation mark. 



 
I can spell using the digraphs –ew 
(e.g. new, few, grew, flew, drew) 
 
I can spell using the prefix  -un. 
 
I can spell using the vowel digraphs 
–ie (e.g lie, tie, pie, cried) and –ie 
(e.g. chief, field, thief). 
 
I can spell using the trigraph –igh. 
 
I can spell using the digraph –or 
(e.g. for, short, born, horse) and –
ore (e.g. more, score, before, wore). 
 
I can spell using the digraph –aw 
(e.g. saw, draw, yawn, crawl) and –
au (e.g. author, August). 
 
I can spell using the digraph –air 
(e.g. fair, hair, pair) ; –ear (e.g. 
dear, hear, beard, near) ; –ear (e.g. 
bear, pear, wear) and –are (e.g. 
bare, dare, care, share). 
 
I can spell common exception 
words. 
 
I can spell the days of the week. 
 
I can spell words from the first 100 
high frequency word list. 
 
I can write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the teacher 
that include words using the FPCs 
and common exception words 
taught so far. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key 
Stage 

Year 
Group 

Transcription (Spelling) Handwriting Composition Vocabulary, Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Key 

Stage 
1 

2 

I can segment spoken words into 
phonemes and record these as 
graphemes, spelling many correctly. 
 
I can spell words with alternatives 
spellings, including a few common 
homophones. 
 
I can distinguish between 
homophones and near-homophones. 
 
I can use my knowledge of 
alternative phonemes to narrow 
down possibilities for accurate 
spelling. 
 
I can identify phonemes in 
unfamiliar words and use syllables to 
divide words. 
 
I can spell common exception 
words. 
 
I can spell words with contracted 
forms. 
 
I can spell using the possessive 
apostrophe (singular) e.g. the girl’s 
book. 
 
I can spell words from the second 
high frequency word list. 
 
I can spell longer words using 
suffixes such as ‘ment’, ‘ness’, ‘ful’, 
‘less’, ‘ly’. 
 
I can spell using ‘ge’ and ‘dge’ at the 
end of words. 
 
I can spell using the /s/ sound spelt 
c before e, i and y (e.g. race, ice, 
cell, city, fancy). 
 
I can spell the /n/ sound using ‘kn’ 
and ‘gn’ at the beginning of words. 
 
I can spell the /r/ sound spelt ‘wr’ at 

I can form lower-case letters of the 
correct size relative to one another. 
 
I can begin to use some of the 
diagonal and horizontal strokes 
needed to join letters. 
 
I can show that I know which letters 
are best left unjoined. 
 
I use capital letters and digits of the 
correct size, orientation and 
relationship to one another and to 
lower case letters. 
 
I can use spacing between words 
that reflects the size of the letters. 
 

I can write narratives about personal 
experiences and those of others, 
both real and fictional. 
 
I can write about real events. 
 
I can write poetry. 
 
I can write for different purposes 
(e.g. to inform, to persuade, to 
entertain). 
 
I can plan and say out loud what I 
am going to write about. 
 
I can plan by writing down ideas 
and/or key words, including new 
vocabulary. 
 
I can orally rehearse structured 
sentences or sequences of 
sentences. 
 
I can evaluate my own writing 
independently, with friends and with 
an adult. 
 
I can re-read to check that my 
writing makes sense and that verbs 
to indicate time are used correctly 
and consistently, including verbs in 
the continuous form. 
 
I can proof-read to check for errors 
in spelling, grammar and 
punctuation. 
 
I can read aloud what I have written 
with appropriate intonation to make 
the meaning clear. 
 

Word Level 
 
I can use suffixes such as –ness, -er. 
 
I can add suffixes such as –ful, -less to 
adjectives. 
 
I can turn adjectives into adverbs by adding 
the suffix –ly. 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
I can use subordination (using when, if, that, 
because) and co-ordination (using or, and, 
but). 
 
I can use expanded noun phrases for 
description and specification. 
 
I can say how the grammatical patterns in a 
sentence indicate its function as a statement, 
question, exclamation or command. 
 
Text Structure 
 
I can consistently use the present tense and 
past tense correctly throughout writing. 
 
I can use the progressive forms of verbs in 
the present and past tense to mark actions in 
progress (e.g. she is drumming, he was 
shouting). 
 
Punctuation 
 
I can use capital letters for names of people,  
places, day of the week and the personal 
pronoun ‘I’. 
 
I can correctly use question marks and 
exclamation marks to demarcate sentences. 
 
I can use commas to separate items in a list. 
 
I can use apostrophes to show where letters 
are missing (e.g. contractions) and to mark 
singular possession in nouns (e.g. the girl’s 
name). 



the beginning of words. 
 
I can spell words with   ‘le’ at the 
end (e.g. table, apple, bottle, little, 
middle). 
 
I can spell words with ‘el’ at  the end 
of words (e.g. camel, tunnel, 
squirrel, travel). 
 
I can spell words ending with ‘al’ at 
the end of words (e.g. hospital, 
pedal, capital). 
 
I can spell words ending in ‘il’ (e.g. 
pencil, fossil, nostril). 
 
I can spell words with the /ai/ sound 
spelt –y at the end of word (e.g. cry, 
fly, dry, try, reply). 
 
I can spell using the spelling rule 
‘change the y to I before –es is 
added.’ 
 
I can spell using the spelling rule 
‘change the y to I before –ed, -er 
and –est are added, but not before 
-ing (e.g. copied, copier, happier, 
happiest, cried, replied). 
 
I can spell using the spelling rule 
that ‘-e at the end of the root word 
is dropped before –ing, -ed, -er, -
est, -y or any other suffix beginning 
with a vowel letter is added (e.g. 
hiking, hiked, hiker). 
 
I can spell using the rule that ‘the 
last consonant letter of the root 
word is doubled to keep the vowel 
short when adding –ing, -ed, -er, -
est and –y (e.g. patting, patted, 
humming, hummed, dropping, 
dropped, sadder, saddest). 
 
I can spell knowing when to use  ‘l’ 
or ‘ll’ (e.g. all, always, ball, walk). 
 
I can spell plurals of words that end 
in –ey (e.g. donkeys, monkeys, 

 
Terminology 
 
I can use the terminology:  noun, noun 
phrase. 
 
I can use the terminology: statement, 
question, exclamation, command. 
 
I can use the terminology: compound, suffix. 
 
I can use the terminology:  adjective, 
adverb, verb. 
 
I can use the terminology:  apostrophe, 
comma. 
 



chimneys). 
 
I can spell using ‘qu’ at the start of a 
word. 
 
I can spell words with the /z/ sound 
using ‘s’ (e.g. television, treasure, 
usual). 
 
I can spell words ending in –tion 
(e.g. station, fiction, motion, 
national, section). 
 
I can write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the teacher 
that include words using the GPCs, 
common exception words and 
punctuation taught so far. 
 

 

Key 
Stage 

Year 
Group 

Transcription (Spelling) Handwriting Composition Vocabulary, Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Key 
Stage 

2 

3 

I can spell words with additional 
prefixes and suffixes and understand 
how to add them to root words  and 
how meanings change (e.g. in-, un-, 
dis-, mis-, il-, im-, ir-). 
 
I can spell words with prefix ‘re- and 
understand it means ‘again’ or ‘back.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix ‘sub-‘ 
and understand it means ‘under.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix ‘inter-‘ 
and understand it means ‘between’ or 
‘among.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix 
‘super-‘ and understand it means 
‘above.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix ‘anti-‘ 
and understand it means ‘against.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix ‘auto- 
and understand it means ‘self’ or 
‘own.’ 
 

I use the diagonal and horizontal 
strokes that are needed to join letters. 
 
I understand which letters should be 
left unjoined. 
 
I can produce consistent and quality 
handwriting by ensuring the 
downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant. 
 
I can produce consistent and quality 
handwriting by ensuring lines of 
writing are spaced sufficiently so that 
the ascenders and descenders of 
letters do not touch. 

I can follow the writing process of 
plan; draft; evaluate and edit; proof-
read for spelling and punctuation 
errors. 
 
I can read aloud my own writing, to a 
group or the whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and controlling 
the tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 
 
I can discuss writing similar to that 
which I am planning, noting its 
structure, grammatical features and 
use of vocabulary.  
 
I can discuss and record my ideas as 
part of the planning stage. 
 
I can compose sentences using a 
wider range of structures. 
 
I can organise paragraphs around a 
theme. 
 
I can write a narrative with a clear 
structure, setting, characters and plot. 

Word Level 
 
I can use a range of prefixes (e.g. 
super-, anti-, auto-). 
 
I can use the forms ‘a’ or ‘an’ 
according to whether the next word 
begins with a consonant or vowel. 
 
I understand how word families, based 
on common words, show how words 
are related in form and meaning (e.g. 
solve, solution, solver, dissolve, 
insoluble). 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
I can express time, place and cause by 
using conjunctions, adverbs  (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and prepositions 
(before, after, during, in, because of). 
 
Text Structure 
 
I am starting to use paragraphs in 
order to group related material. 
 



I can spell words with the suffix  ‘-
ation’ and understand that it is added 
to verbs to form nouns. 
 
I can spell words with the suffix ‘-ly’ 
and understand it is added to an 
adjective to form an adverb.  I 
understand the exceptions. 
 
I can spell words with the endings ‘-
sure’ and ‘-ture.’ 
 
I can spell words with the ending ‘-
sion.’ 
 
I can spell words with the suffix ‘-ous’ 
and understand the rules that apply to 
this. 
 
I can add suffixes beginning with 
vowel letters to words of more than 
one syllable, knowing when to double 
the consonant (e.g. forgetting, 
beginning, preferred). 
 
I can spell the /I/ sound with ‘y’ 
elsewhere than at the end of words 
(e.g. myth, gym, pyramid, country). 
 
I can spell words with the /u/ sound 
using ‘ou’ (e.g. young, touch, double, 
trouble, country). 
 
I recognise and spell homophones. 
 
I can use the first two or three letters 
of a word to check its spelling in a 
dictionary.  
 
I can spell words correctly which are in 
a family. 
 
I can place the possessive apostrophe 
accurately in words with regular 
plurals (e.g. girls’, boys’) and in words 
with irregular plurals (e.g. children’s). 
 
I can identify the root in longer words. 
 
I can write from memory simple 
sentences, dictated by the teacher, 

 
I can write non-narrative using simple 
organisational devices such as 
headings and sub-headings. 
 
I can suggest improvements to my 
own writing and that of others.  
 
I can make improvements to grammar, 
vocabulary and punctuation. 
 
I use a range of sentences with more 
than one clause by using a range of 
conjunctions. 
 
I use the perfect form of verbs to mark 
the relationship of time and cause.  
 
 

I can use headings and sub headings 
to aid presentation. 
 
I can use the present perfect form of 
verbs instead of the simple past (e.g. 
He has gone out to play contrasted 
with He went out to play). 
 
Punctuation 
 
I can use inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech. 
 
Terminology 
 
I can use the terminology:  
preposition, conjunction. 
 
I can use the terminology: word 
family, prefix. 
 
I can use the terminology: clause, 
subordinate clause. 
 
I can use the terminology:  direct 
speech. 
 
I can use the terminology:  consonant, 
consonant letter vowel, vowel letter. 
 
I can use the terminology:  inverted 
commas (or speech marks). 
 
 



that include words and punctuation 
taught so far. 
 
I can spell the words from the Y3/4 
Statutory Word List. 

Key 

Stage 

Year 

Group 

Transcription (Spelling) Handwriting Composition Vocabulary, Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Key 
Stage 

2 
4 

I can spell words with additional 
prefixes and suffixes and understand 
how to add them to root words  and 
how meanings change (e.g. in-, un-, 
dis-, mis-, il-, im-, ir-). 
 
I can spell words with prefix ‘re- and 
understand it means ‘again’ or ‘back.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix ‘sub-‘ 
and understand it means ‘under.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix ‘inter-‘ 
and understand it means ‘between’ or 
‘among.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix 
‘super-‘ and understand it means 
‘above.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix ‘anti-‘ 
and understand it means ‘against.’ 
 
I can spell words with the prefix ‘auto- 
and understand it means ‘self’ or 
‘own.’ 
 
I can spell words with the suffix  ‘-
ation’ and understand that it is added 
to verbs to form nouns. 
 
I can spell words with the suffix ‘-ly’ 
and understand it is added to an 
adjective to form an adverb.  I 
understand the exceptions. 
 
I can spell words with the endings ‘-
sure’ and ‘-ture.’ 
 
I can spell words with the ending ‘-
sion.’ 
 
I can spell words with the suffix ‘-ous’ 

I use the diagonal and horizontal 
strokes that are needed to join letters. 
 
I understand which letters should be 
left unjoined. 
 
I can produce consistent and quality 
handwriting by ensuring the 
downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant. 
 
I can produce consistent and quality 
handwriting by ensuring lines of 
writing are spaced sufficiently so that 
the ascenders and descenders of 
letters do not touch. 

I can follow the writing process of 
plan; draft; evaluate and edit; proof-
read for spelling and punctuation 
errors. 
 
I can read aloud my own writing, to a 
group or the whole class, using 
appropriate intonation and controlling 
the tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 
 
I can discuss writing similar to that 
which I am planning, noting its 
structure, grammatical features and 
use of vocabulary.  
 
I can discuss and record my ideas as 
part of the planning stage. 
 
I can compose sentences using a 
wider range of sentence structures. 
 
I can organise paragraphs around a 
theme. 
 
I can write a narrative with a clear 
structure, setting, characters and plot. 
 
I can write non-narrative using simple 
organisational devices such as 
headings and sub-headings. 
 
I can suggest improvements to my 
own writing and that of others.  
 
I can make improvements to grammar, 
vocabulary and punctuation. 
 
I use a range of sentences with more 
than one clause by using a range of 
conjunctions. 
 
I use the perfect form of verbs to mark 

Word Level 
 
I can understand and apply the 
grammatical difference between plural 
and possessive –s. 
 
I can use Standard English forms for 
verb inflections instead of local spoken 
forms (e.g. we were instead of we 
was, or I did instead of I done). 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
I can use noun phrases which are 
expanded by adding modifying 
adjectives, nouns and preposition 
phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: 
the strict maths teacher with curly 
hair). 
 
I can use fronted adverbials (e.g. Later 
that day, I heard the bad news). 
 
Text Structure 
 
I can write in paragraphs; organising 
ideas around a theme. 
 
I make an appropriate choice of 
pronoun and noun within and across 
sentences; to aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition. 
 
Punctuation 
 
I can use inverted commas and other 
punctuation to indicate direct speech 
(e.g. a comma after the reporting 
clause; end punctuation with inverted 
commas:  The conductor shouted, “Sit 
down!”). 
 
I can use apostrophes to mark plural 



and understand the rules that apply to 
this. 
 
I can add suffixes beginning with 
vowel letters to words of more than 
one syllable, knowing when to double 
the consonant (e.g. forgetting, 
beginning, preferred). 
 
I can spell the /I/ sound with ‘y’ 
elsewhere than at the end of words 
(e.g. myth, gym, pyramid, country). 
 
I can spell words with the /u/ sound 
using ‘ou’ (e.g. young, touch, double, 
trouble, country). 
 
I recognise and spell homophones. 
 
I can use the first two or three letters 
of a word to check its spelling in a 
dictionary.  
 
I can spell words correctly which are in 
a family. 
 
I can place the possessive apostrophe 
accurately in words with regular 
plurals (e.g. girls’, boys’) and in words 
with irregular plurals (e.g. children’s). 
 
I can identify the root in longer words. 
 
I can write from memory simple 
sentences, dictated by the teacher, 
that include words and punctuation 
taught so far. 
 
I can spell the words from the Y3/4 

Statutory Word List. 

the relationship of time and cause.  
 

possession (e.g. the girl’s name, the 
girls’ names). 
 
I use commas after fronted adverbials.  
 
Terminology 
 
I can use the terminology:  determiner 
 
I can use the terminology: pronoun, 
possessive pronoun 
 
I can use the terminology:  adverbial 
 

 

 

 

 



Key 
Stage 

Year 
Group 

Transcription (Spelling) Handwriting Composition Vocabulary, Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Key 
Stage 

2 
5 

I can form verbs with prefixes. 
 
I can convert nouns or adjectives into 
verbs by adding a suffix. 
 
I understand the rules for adding 
prefixes and suffixes. 
 
I can spell words with silent letters 
(e.g. knight, psalm, solemn). 
 
I can distinguish between homophones 
and other words which are often 
confused. 
 
I can spell the words from the Y5/6 
Statutory Word List. 
 
I can use the first 3 or 4 letters of a 
word to check spelling, meaning or 
both in a dictionary. 
 
I can use dictionaries to check the 
spelling and meaning of words. 
 
I can use a thesaurus. 
 
I can use a range of spelling 
strategies.  
 
I can spell words with the endings ‘-
cious’ or ‘-tious.’ 
 
I can spell words with the ending ‘-cial’ 
or ‘-tial.’ 
 
I can spell words ending in:  -ant, -
ance, -ancy, -ent, -ence, -ency 
 
I can spell words ending in: -able, -
ible, -ably, -ibly. 
 
I can add suffixes beginning with 
vowel letters to words ending in: -fer; 
I know that the ‘r’ is doubled if the –
fer is stressed and not doubled if it is 
not stressed (e.g. referring, preferred, 
reference, referee). 

I can write legibly, fluently and with 
increasing speed. 
 
I can choose the style of handwriting 
to use when given a choice.  
 
I can choose the handwriting that is 
best suited for a specific task. 

I can follow the writing process of plan; 
draft; evaluate and edit; proof-read for 
spelling and punctuation errors. 
 
I can identify the audience for and 
purpose of the writing. 
 
I can use models of writing for my own 
e.g. how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what I have 
read. 
 
I can plan by noting and developing 
initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary. 
 
I can describe settings, characters and 
atmosphere in my narratives. 
 
I can develop characters through action 
and dialogue.  
 
I can precise longer passages. 
 
I can use a wide range of devices to 
build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs. 
 
I can use further organisational and 
presentation devices to structure text 
and to guide the reader (e.g. headings, 
bullet points, underlining). 
 
I can start sentences in different ways. 
 
I can use the correct features and 
sentence structure matched to the text 
type we are working on. 
 
I can establish a viewpoint as the writer 
through commenting on characters and 
events. 
 
I can use grammar and vocabulary to 
create an impact on the reader. 
 
I can use stylistic devices to create 
effects in writing. 

Word Level 
 
I can convert nouns or adjectives into 
verbs using suffixes (e.g. –ate, -ise, -
ify). 
 
I can apply verb prefixes (e.g. –dis-, 
de-, mis-, over- and re-). 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
I can use relative clauses beginning 
with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that or an omitted pronoun. 
 
I can use adverbs (e.g. perhaps, 
surely) or modal verbs (e.g. might, 
should, will, must) to indicate a 
degree of possibility. 
 
Text Structure 
 
I can build cohesion between 
paragraphs (e.g. then, after that, this, 
firstly). 
 
I can link ideas across paragraphs 
using adverbials of time (e.g. later). 
 
I can link ideas across paragraphs 
using adverbials of place (e.g. 
nearby). 
 
I can link ideas across paragraphs 
using adverbials of number (e.g. 
secondly). 
 
I can link ideas across paragraphs 
using adverbials of tense choices (e.g. 
he had seen her before). 
 
Punctuation 
 
I can use brackets, dashes and 
commas to indicate parenthesis. 
 
I can use commas to clarify meaning 
or avoid ambiguity. 



 
I can use a hypen to join a prefix to a 
root word, especially if the prefix ends 
in a vowel letter and the root word 
also begins with one (e.g. co-ordinate, 
re-enter, co-operate). 
 
I can apply the ‘i before e except after 
c’ rule. 
 
I can spell words containing the letter 
string ‘ough.’ 

 
I can add well -chosen detail to interest 
the reader. 
 
I can assess the effectiveness of my 
own and others’ writing. 
 
I can propose changes to vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning. 
 
I can ensure the consistent and correct 
use of tense throughout a piece of 
writing. 
 
I can ensure correct subject and verb 
agreement when using singular and 
plural. 

 
Terminology 
 
I can use the terminology:  modal 
verb, relative pronoun 
 
I can use the terminology: relative 
clause 
 
I can use the terminology:  
parenthesis, bracket, dash 
 
I can use the terminology:  cohesion, 
ambiguity 

Key 
Stage 

Year 
Group 

Transcription (Spelling) Handwriting Composition Vocabulary, Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Key 
Stage 

2 

6 

I can form verbs with prefixes. 
 
I can convert nouns or adjectives into 
verbs by adding a suffix. 
 
I understand the rules for adding 
prefixes and suffixes. 
 
I can spell words with silent letters 
(e.g. knight, psalm, solemn). 
 
I can distinguish between homophones 
and other words which are often 
confused. 
 
I can spell the words from the Y5/6 
Statutory Word List. 
 
I can use the first 3 or 4 letters of a 
word to check spelling, meaning or 
both in a dictionary. 
 
I can use dictionaries to check the 
spelling and meaning of words. 
 
I can use a thesaurus. 
 
I can use a range of spelling 
strategies.  
 

I can write legibly, fluently and with 
increasing speed. 
 
I can choose the style of handwriting 
to use when given a choice.  
 
I can choose the handwriting that is 
best suited for a specific task. 

I can follow the writing process of plan; 
draft; evaluate and edit; proof-read for 
spelling and punctuation errors. 
 
I can identify the audience for and 
purpose of the writing. 
 
I can use models of writing for my own 
e.g. how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what I have 
read. 
 
I can plan by noting and developing 
initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary. 
 
I can describe settings, characters and 
atmosphere in my narratives. 
 
I can develop characters through action 
and dialogue.  
 
I can precise longer passages. 
 
I can use a wide range of devices to 
build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs. 
 
I can use further organisational and 
presentation devices to structure text 

Word Level 
 
I can write formally and informally, 
based on the purpose of writing. 
 
I can explain how words are related 
by meaning as synonyms and 
antonyms. 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
I can use the passive voice (e.g. I 
broke the window in the greenhouse 
versus The window in the greenhouse 
was broken by me). 
 
I vary sentence structure depending 
whether formal or informal. 
 
Text Structure 
 
I can use a variety of organisational 
and presentational devices correct to 
the text type. 
 
I write in paragraphs which can 
clearly signal a change in subject, 
time, place or event. 
 
I can link ideas across paragraphs 



I can spell words with the endings ‘-
cious’ or ‘-tious.’ 
 
I can spell words with the ending ‘-cial’ 
or ‘-tial.’ 
 
I can spell words ending in:  -ant, -
ance, -ancy, -ent, -ence, -ency 
 
I can spell words ending in: -able, -
ible, -ably, -ibly. 
 
I can add suffixes beginning with 
vowel letters to words ending in: -fer; 
I know that the ‘r’ is doubled if the –
fer is stressed and not doubled if it is 
not stressed (e.g. referring, preferred, 
reference, referee). 
 
I can use a hypen to join a prefix to a 
root word, especially if the prefix ends 
in a vowel letter and the root word 
also begins with one (e.g. co-ordinate, 
re-enter, co-operate). 
 
I can apply the ‘i before e except after 
c’ rule. 
 
I can spell words containing the letter 
string ‘ough.’ 

and to guide the reader (e.g. headings, 
bullet points, underlining). 
 
I can start sentences in different ways. 
 
I can use the correct features and 
sentence structure matched to the text 
type we are working on. 
 
I can establish a viewpoint as the writer 
through commenting on characters and 
events. 
 
I can use grammar and vocabulary to 
create an impact on the reader. 
 
I can use stylistic devices to create 
effects in writing. 
 
I can add well -chosen detail to interest 
the reader. 
 
I can assess the effectiveness of my 
own and others’ writing. 
 
I can propose changes to vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning. 
 
I can ensure the consistent and correct 
use of tense throughout a piece of 
writing. 
 
I can ensure correct subject and verb 
agreement when using singular and 
plural. 
I can use developed noun phrases to 
add detail to sentences. 
 
I can use the passive voice to present 
information with a different emphasis.  
 
I can use commas to mark phrases and 
clauses.  
 
I can sustain and develop ideas logically 
in narrative and non-narrative writing. 
 
I can use character, dialogue and action 
to advance events in narrative writing. 
 

using a wider range of cohesive 
devices e.g. repetition of a word or 
phrase. 
 
I can link ideas across paragraphs 
using a wider range of cohesive 
devices e.g. the use of adverbials 
such as on the other hand, in contrast 
or as a consequence. 
 
I can use an ellipsis. 
 
I can use layout devices (e.g. 
headings, sub-headings, columns, 
bullets or tables) to structure a text. 
 
 
Punctuation 
 
I can use the semi-colon, colon and 
dash to mark the boundary between 
independent clauses. 
 
I can use the colon to introduce a list 
and semi-colon within lists. 
 
I can use bullet points to list 
information. 
 
I can use a hyphen to avoid 
ambiguity. 
 

Terminology 
 
I can use the terminology:  subject, 
object 
 
I can use the terminology: active, 
passive 
 
I can use the terminology:  synonym, 
antonym 
 
I can use the terminology:  ellipsis, 
hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet 
points 



I can summarise a text, conveying key 

information in writing. 

 


