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Langney Primary School 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Policy 
 
What is the Early Years Foundation stage?  
 
“The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to 
ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning 
to ensure children’s readiness and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the 
right foundation for good future progress through school life (EYFS, 2012.)” 
 
The EYFS seeks to provide: 
 

• Quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good progress and no 
child gets left behind; 

• A secure foundation through learning and development opportunities which are planned around the 
needs and interests of each individual child and are assessed and reviewed regularly; 

• Partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers; 

• Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included and 
supported. 

 
The EYFS specifies requirements for learning and development and for safeguarding children and promoting 
their welfare. The learning and development requirements cover: 
 

• The areas of learning and development which must shape activities and experiences; 

• The Early Learning Goals that providers must help children work towards (the knowledge, 
understanding and skills children should have at the end of the academic year in which they turn five); 
and 

• Assessment arrangements for measuring progress and reporting to parents and/or carers. 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year.   At 
Langney, children can join the Nursery after their third birthday.  Children join Reception at the beginning of 
the school year in which they turn five which is the final year of the EYFS. 
 
We are committed to offering quality care and provision in the EYFS by: 
 

• Following the principles of the EYFS. 

• Providing a balanced and supportive curriculum using a play based approach. 

• Supporting all children to make strong attachments to help them feel secure, safe and valued 
enabling them to develop independence. 

• Valuing parental/carer input and strong communication as partners in learning. 

• Ensuring observation and assessment is at the heart of all that we do to enable us to plan a 
curriculum that addresses the needs of all children and their interests. 

• Ensuring children have access to a stimulating and enabling learning environment both indoors and 
out that promotes curiosity, motivation and independence. 

• Planning and providing a curriculum that supports all areas of learning and development and that is 
flexible and responsive to the needs and interests of the children. 

• Valuing all children and their families and actively promoting equal opportunities regardless of their 
race, gender or disability. 

 
Transition Between Home and school 
 

• In Nursery, the children are offered a taster session/s with or without their parent/carer before they 
start.  From September 2017 all children will also be offered a home visit.  If parents decide they do 
not want staff to visit them at home a meeting can take place in the nursery instead.  A welcome 
information pack is provided during the home visit or initial visit.     

• In Reception, we visit children at their early years settings during the summer terms.   Children and 
parents are sent a welcome pack and invited in for a curriculum afternoon/evening to find out more 
about the EYFS and how they can best support their child with transition into school. There are 
regular stay and play sessions for children and parents during the summer term. This is an 
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opportunity for children and their families to become familiar with the school and also an opportunity 
for parents to discuss any anxieties they may have.  

• Parents are offered a home visit or a 1-1 consultation with the reception teacher before their child 
starts school. Information gathered at these sessions is used to plan for the first few weeks of term. 
All children are offered a full time place when they start school however we are flexible over how 
parents settle their child into school. We treat each child as an individual. We encourage parents to do 
what they feel is right for their child for example encouraging parents to stay with their child and settle 
them into school life, by offering shorter sessions. 

 
The Principles of the EYFS  
 
“Children are born ready, able and eager to learn. They actively reach out to interact with other people, and in 
the world around them. Development is not an automatic process, however. It depends on each unique child 
having opportunities to interact in positive relationships and enabling environment (EYFS, 2012)” 
 
There are four overarching principles of the EYFS that shape our practice and provision at Langney: 
 

• Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and 
self assured. 

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 

• Children learn and develop through enabling environments both indoor and outdoor and there is a 
partnership between practitioners and parents and carers. 

• Children learn and develop in different ways and at different rates. 
 
The Unique Child 
 
The unique child reaches out to relate to people and things through the characteristics of effective learning, 
which move through all areas of learning.  We endeavour to provide a stimulating and exciting curriculum for 
all children which relate to their individual interests.  The EYFS at Langney provides a curriculum which is 
balanced and well rounded to allow the child to explore their own curiosity as well as develop the skills 
necessary to become a capable and confident learner. 
 
The characteristics of effective learning are: 
 
Playing and exploring – engagement 
Active learning – motivation 
Creating and thinking critically – thinking 
 
Positive Relationships 
 
Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. We interact positively with the 
children taking time to listen to the child’s voice to help us understand what they say and how they feel. We 
respond sensitively to their feelings and needs. The Nursery employs a key person system.  Wherever 
possible this person will remain the same throughout the child’s time at nursery.  This ensures meaningful and 
positive relationships are built with all children and their families in smaller groups.  In the Reception classes, 
all practitioners work to build strong and sensitive attachments with the children to enable them to feel secure 
and grow in confidence and independence. We set clear boundaries and expectations for behaviour and work 
hard to establish rules and routines. We provide a secure framework focusing on praise and positive 
reinforcement allowing children to flourish and grow as individuals.   
 
We offer three parent consultations a year as well as an open door policy to discuss and celebrate the child’s 
learning eg sharing their child’s learning journeys.  We parent share our online learning journeys with parents 
on a termly basis via 2simple and parents are invited in at the beginning of each new term to share children’s 
learning journeys and write comments in their books.  Termly targets for Literacy and Maths are sent home to 
parents at the beginning of each new term with ideas of how to support their child at home with their next 
steps. We encourage parents to come in and help eg hear readers, support with days out, theme days and 
celebrations. 
 
Enabling Environments 
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We recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s learning and 
development. The environment evolves and changes throughout the year to mirror and support the needs and 
interests of the children. We plan and provide an environment that is enabling, promotes curiosity, 
independence, and promotes the characteristics of effective learning allowing all children to enjoy and 
achieve. The environment is planned to encourage children to take risks and explore.  
 
The Learning Environment: 
 
The learning environment encompasses both the indoor and the outdoors and is planned for as one. All the 
EYFS classrooms have partly sheltered outdoor spaces to ensure use in all weathers. Children are 
encouraged to have suitable clothing in school at all times to allow them to explore the outdoors. This includes 
wellies, waterproof coat, sun hat and sun cream. The environment has a range of stimulating, quality 
resources, which promote cross curricula learning. Resources are selected carefully to encourage hands on 
“kinesthetic learning” and also to avoid stereotypes, promote positive discrimination and reflect different 
cultures and beliefs. The environment promotes independence allowing children to, select their own resources 
and move resources to allow them to make links in their learning e.g. taking pens to the construction area to 
make maps for their vehicles. The environment is organised into clear areas of learning. Each area has a 
range of resources to challenge and inspire learning. 
 
Areas of learning may include: 

• Construction –blocks, large magnetic bricks, boxes and tubes, trains 

• Imaginative play –blankets, drapes, poles, cushions, dressing up clothes, musical instruments 

• Role play – a vets, home corner, doctors, shop, babies 

• Writing/mark making –pens, envelopes, stickers, glue, notelets, different size paper, 

• Small world –dolls house, playmobil, finger puppets, duplo, lego, super heroes 

• Games and puzzles 

• Maths equipment- objects to sort, counters, dice, pegs and boards, shapes, spinners 

• Understanding the world –mirrors, coloured viewers, magnifying glasses, remote control toys, light 
box 

• Art and design –brushes, different paint, glue, glitter, easel, print making equipment 

• Malleable –playdough, fingerpaint, clay, shaving foam 

• Designing and making area –lids, boxes, card, paper, glue, snips, scissors, paint, large markers 

• Reading and Listening area –fiction and nonfiction books, big books, CD player , headphones and 
stories 

 
Learning and Development 

 
 
 

 
Children develop and learn in different ways. The framework covers the education and care of all children in 
Early Years provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities. There are seven 
areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes in early years settings. All areas 
of learning are important. There are three Prime areas of development and four Specific areas of 
development. Areas of learning are divided into Aspects of learning. The Characteristics of Effective Learning 
and the Prime and Specific areas of learning and development are all interconnected.  When planning for 
learning we may have a focus on one particular area of learning but we also look at how learning opportunities 
can also support learning in other areas as well. 
 
 
The Prime Areas of Learning:  
 
These three areas of learning are particularly important for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for 
learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive: 
 

• Personal, social and emotional development 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical development 
 

A unique child + Positive Relationships +Enabling Environments = Learning and Development 
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They work together and move through to support development in other areas 
 
The specific areas of learning are: 
 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the world 

• Expressive arts and design 
 
They include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society. 
 
Teaching and Learning in the EYFS 
 
“Play allows learners to participate in their own way, to interpret tasks in a personal manner and 
lets them try out imaginative routes without fear of limitations… (Beetlestone 1998)” 
 
Practitioners plan challenging play based and adult focussed learning opportunities across the Prime and 
Specific areas of learning and development using both the indoor and outdoor learning environment. We 
understand that children don’t learn in isolated areas of learning. All areas of learning and development weave 
together. This enables children to make links in their learning and apply skills and knowledge across the 
curriculum. For example children digging in the garden may find out about minibeasts but will also have the 
opportunity to develop their physical skills as they use a range of tools and equipment.  The curriculum is 
planned to offer a balance between child initiated learning experiences (led by the child and in control of the 
child) and adult focus learning experiences (planned and led by the adult). The balance can change 
throughout the term or the year to meet the needs of the children and to support the transition into year 1. 
 
Our EYFS Village 
Our nursery and reception classes seek to work seamlessly together for the children, building on their 
interests, ensuring continuity and providing meaningful learning experiences of the very highest quality.  This 
helps to make transition between nursery and reception a smooth process for Langney children.  Children 
benefit greatly from being able to form positive relationships with a variety of adults and children and to learn 
from one another through ‘Village Time’.  Village Time is when free-flow play is in operation across the 
nursery and reception classes. 
 
The Role of The Adult 
 
“When children have opportunities to play with ideas in different situations and with a variety of resources, 
they discover connections and come to a new and better understanding and ways of doing things. Adult 
support in this process enhances their ability to think critically and ask questions. Adults can support children’s 
thinking and help them make connections by showing genuine interest, offering encouragement, clarifying 
ideas and asking open questions (EYFS, 2012).” 
 
The role of the adult is crucial in supporting learning and development, delivering quality first teaching and 
ensuring all children enjoy and achieve. All practitioners (adults) working in the EYFS will receive training and 
regular opportunities to observe best practice and work alongside experienced practitioners recognising that 
this is a specialised area of learning and development. All practitioners are involved in observing, assessing 
and identifying the children’s next steps in learning. All practitioners are involved in planning the enabling 
environment to ensure that it is inspiring, challenging, enabling and meets the needs of all children.  The 
EYFS teaching team meet regularly at their staff professional development meetings.  We ensure EYFS 
support staff are provided opportunities to attend planned staff professional meetings as a team. 
 
Planning for Learning in the EYFS 
 
Observation and assessment is at the heart of planning in the EYFS. We plan a curriculum based on the 
needs and stage of development for each child supported by Development matters (non statutory guidance, 
EYFS 2012). Planning is based on each area of leaning and development and is implemented through 
planned purposeful experiences. Planning will change throughout the year to reflect the children’s emerging 
needs and to support them with the transition into year one.  All areas of learning are interconnected and 
weave together. Children have daily phonic sessions which are based on the principles of synthetic phonics 
and the principles of “Letters and Sounds”.  
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Planning must involve activities and experiences for children, as follows: 
 
Personal, social and emotional development 
This involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive 
relationships and to develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their 
feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. 
 
Communication and language 
This involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their 
confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 
 
Physical Development 
This involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-
ordination, control and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical 
activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 
 
Literacy 
Development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and 
write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials to ignite their interest. 
 
Mathematics 
Involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding 
and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces 
and measures. 
 
Understanding the World 
Involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to 
explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 
 
Expressive arts and Design 
Involves enabling children to play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities 
and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, 
movement and dance, role play and design technology. 
 
Assessing Children’s Learning 
Transition records and information from preschools/EYFS providers and information from parents/carers will 
be used to inform the planning cycle when the children first start school. 
We make regular assessments of children’s learning, this information is used to identify needs and to inform 
planning. Assessment is ongoing in the EYFS and is an integral part of the learning and development 
process. Staff make systematic observations of the children’s learning. The majority of observations are of 
child initiated learning experiences as these opportunities best reflect a child’s interests and show how they 
apply and use skills and knowledge. These observations are used to plan for the children’s next steps and 
termly targets.  
 
A range of adults including parents are involved in observing and assessing children’s learning to ensure that 
our assessments are a true reflection of the child and that they are accurate. The child’s developmental 
journey is recorded in their “Learning Journey”. This is shown through observations, annotated photographs 
and work samples, including our online learning journey system ‘2simple’. Records are also kept in reading 
and phonics to support children’s development in literacy.  
 
Any identified learning needs/concerns are discussed in partnership with the parents/carers and when 
necessary with the school SENCo and other relevant professionals e.g. school nurse, speech and language 
therapist.  The Nursery has its own Early Years trained SENCo who leads on inclusion for the nursery.  All 
children in nursery and reception are assessed on entry and regularly throughout the year.  This is through 
on-going formative assessment and this information enables us to plan experiences specifically targeted to 
further each child’s development and learning.   
 
Assessment at the end of the EYFS –the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) 
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“Each child’s level of development must be assessed against the early learning goals. Practitioners must 
indicate whether children are meeting expected levels of development, or if they are exceeding expected 
levels, or not yet reaching expected levels (emerging). This is the EYFS Profile” (EYFS, 2012) 
 
In the final term of Reception (no later than 30th June), the EYFS Profile is completed for each child. 
The Profile provides parents, carers, practitioners and teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s 
knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress against expected levels, and their readiness for year 1. 
The Profile reflects ongoing observations and assessments as well as information from discussions with 
parents/carers and other agencies (where appropriate). Judgements for the Profile are moderated internally 
(in school) and externally by meeting with other local reception class teachers to ensure they are accurate.  
 
Moving From Reception Into Year 1 
 
Children will have taster sessions during the summer term to support the transition into year 1. EYFS profile 
scores and the learning journeys will be discussed with the year 1 teacher and will be used to plan the year 1 
curriculum.  Assessments showing that children are working beyond the Early Learning Goals will be 
moderated. This will ensure all children are appropriately challenged when they enter year 1. Children who 
have not achieved the Early Learning Goals (Good Level of Development) will continue to work towards these 
for terms 1 and 2. The results of the Profile are shared with parents and used to plan for the transition into 
year 1. 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
It is the responsibility of the EYFS Phase Achievement Leader to ensure the principles of the EYFS are put 
into practice. All EYFS practitioners will follow the principles stated in this policy. There is a named Governor 
responsible for the EYFS. This governor will discuss EYFS practice with the practitioners regularly and 
provide feedback to the whole governing body, raising any issues that require discussion. The Head teacher 
and the EYFS Phase Achievement Leader will carry out monitoring on the EYFS as part of the whole school 
monitoring schedule. 
 
 
 
 


