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‘At the forefront of education, our vision is to provide opportunity and excellence in all branches of learning.  By 
creating a flagship school that is a ‘Centre of Excellence’ in scores of disciplines, academic and beyond, each 

unique child’s potential is explored and natural talents discovered.  At Langney Primary School our vision is to 
uphold the balance between EXCELLENCE (standards) and the ENJOYMENT of learning (Vision Statement April 

2014). 
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1 Aims and Objectives 
 
1.1  
Music is a subject that helps to develop creativity, imagination, good listening skills, constructive 
criticism and the ability to express personal thoughts and feelings. 
 
Music develops children’s ability to take part in practical activities, both individually and in 
groups, that encourages and cultivates an enjoyment of different genres of music. 
 
The Music curriculum provides breadth and balance, is relevant and engaging and is 
differentiated to match needs and abilities. 

  
 
1.2 The aims of Music are: 

 
 To develop an enjoyment of learning through practical activity, exploration and discussion. 
 know how music is made through a variety of instruments. 
 know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into musical structures. 
 know how music is composed and written down. 
 To develop confidence and competence in the skills of speaking and listening, constructive 

feedback and sharing practical work. 
•    know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written. 
 
 

 

 
2 Teaching and Learning Style. 
 
2.1  
At Langney Primary School we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage 
children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the 
confidence of all children.  
 

Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching. Our teaching focuses on developing the 
children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people. Through singing songs, children learn 
about the structure and organisation of music. We teach them to listen and to appreciate 
different forms of music. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning 
about how music can represent feelings and emotions. We teach them the disciplined skills of 
recognising pulse and pitch. They will also be given opportunities to play tuned and un-tuned 
instruments. In Upper key Stage 2 this is taught by a specialist Teacher from the East Sussex 
Music Service. They will also be taught how to read musical notation and how to compose 
music.  

 
2.2  
We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all classes, so we 
provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 
the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways by: 

 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses. 
 setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks). 
 grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks to each ability 

group. 
 providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child. 
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3 Music Curriculum Planning 
 

3.1 
The Charanga Musical School Scheme provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for 
each year group in the school. It is ideal for specialist and non-specialist teachers and provides 
lesson plans, assessment, clear progression, and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to 
support every lesson. 

The Scheme supports all the requirements of the new National Curriculum and is absolutely in 
line with published Ofsted guidance. 

The learning within this scheme is based on: Listening and Appraising; Musical Activities - 
creating and exploring; and Singing and Performing. 

   

 
4 The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 

4.1  
In the Early Years Foundation Stage music is covered throughout their learning areas and 
continuous provision.  There are two Early Learning Goals that are worked towards. These are:   
Exploring and Using Media and Materials:  children sing songs, make music and dance, and 
experiment with ways of changing them.  
 
And: 
Being Imaginative: children represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design 
and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories. 

  

 
 
5 Contribution of Music To Teaching In Other Curriculum Areas 
 
5.1  
English 

Music contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the 
skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children develop their language skills through 
singing songs, with attention to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. They use reference books 
and develop research skills when finding out about the history of music and musicians. Music is 
also used to stimulate discussion or creative writing. Through working with others in a musical 
setting, children develop their ability to communicate ideas effectively. 
 
5.2  
Mathematics 

Music contributes to the teaching of mathematics in that children who study the structure of 
music are observing patterns and processes. Talent in music is often linked with talent in 
mathematics, as the rhythm and structure of music is mathematically based. 
  
 

5.3  
Information and communication technology (ICT) 

ICT is used in music where appropriate. Children use computer programmes to compose music. 
They also use ICT in music to enhance their research skills through the Internet.  They listen to 
music on the Internet and they also record their own compositions.  Children improve the 
presentation of their work through the use of ICT.  
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5.4  
Personal, social and health education (PSHE)  

Music contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health 

education. Through the common goal of making music, children learn to work effectively with 
other people and build up good relationships. Music is the basis of many social activities and 
has an important role to play in the personal development of many young people. It has a vital 
role to play in building self-confidence. Participation in successful public musical performances is 
sometimes one of the most memorable things young people do at school. 
  

 
 

6. Teaching Music to children with Special Education Needs and 
Disabilities 
 
6.1  
Langney Primary prides itself on its inclusive and supportive ethos across the curriculum. 
Teachers provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of the children with 
learning difficulties through adapting teaching and provision wherever necessary. This is 
achieved using a vast range of tools and techniques from extra adult support, differentiation of 
equipment and activities to focus activities for children with EHC plans to enhance progress in 
specific areas of need (i.e. fine motor skills). We aim to ensure every child feels included, safe 
and motivated during every Music lesson. 
 
 

7    Assessment and Recording 
 

7.1  

Teachers will assess children’s work by making assessments during lessons and on completion 
of a piece of work. The teacher assesses using the formative assessment sheets and uses this 
information to plan for future learning. Written or verbal feedback is given to the child to help 
guide his or her progress. Older children are encouraged to make judgements about how they 
can improve their own work. 

7.2  

At the end of a whole unit, the teacher makes a summary judgement about the work of each 
pupil. We pass this information on to the next teacher at the end of the year and to parents in an 
annual written report. 

 
 

8 Resources 
 

8.1 

There are sufficient resources for all year groups in the school. We keep these resources in the 
music cupboard. In KS2 the children will require an individual instrument which can be bought or 
loaned. 

 Resources in school include: 

 Online subscription to Charanga Music School for planning and delivery. 

 Percussion instruments. 

 CD’s for various music genres. 
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 Books for singing. 

 Tuned instruments. 

 Recorders. 

 ‘pBones’ 

 

 

9    Health and Safety 

9.1  

The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this subject. Please refer to 
the whole school Health and Safety policy for more details. Particular care should be taken 
when children are investigating historical artefacts. The school visits policy should be adhered to 
when making visits in relation to History. 

  
 
 

10 Monitoring and Review 
 
The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and quality of teaching in Music is the 
responsibility of the Music Subject Leader(s). The work of the subject leader also involves 
supporting colleagues in the teaching of Music, being informed about current developments in 
the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The Music 
subject leader must create an action plan at the start of each academic year to determine the 
subject’s priority areas for improvement for the year.  This must then be evaluated at the end of 
the year and reported back to the Headteacher. The Music Subject Leader has specially-
allocated, regular management time in order to review evidence of the children’s work and 
undertake lesson observations of Music teaching across the whole school.   

 
 
 
11 Extra-Curricular Activities 
 
11.1  
The school provides a wide range of Music-related activities for children throughout and at the 
end of the school day. These encourage children to further develop their skills in a range of 
musical areas. The school sends details of the current club activities to parents at the beginning 
of Term 1 and the end of Terms 2 and 4. The school clubs are involved regular performances 
and in some cases local competitions.    
 

11.2  
Children are offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic teachers. 
Peripatetic music teaching is organised by the Local Education Authority’s Music Service and 
this school has chosen to participate in the programme. Parents who want their children to 
participate in the scheme must purchase or hire the instrument and pay the additional music 
lesson fees on a termly basis. These lessons are normally taught to small groups of children 
who have chosen to learn one of a variety of instruments, such as the guitar, violin, cello or 
flute. This is in addition to the normal music teaching of the school, and usually takes place 
during normal lessons from which children are withdrawn for the duration of the instrumental 
lesson. 

 
 

 
  


