
‘Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage’ 

On Tuesday the 27th September 2016, parents and carers of the children in the EYFS 

were invited to attend a workshop aimed at improving their knowledge of the 

curriculum and play based learning.  The parents/carers learned about the seven areas 

of learning and what is involved within each areas, including the end ‘Early Learning Goal’ 

in each of the 17 areas which we aim for all children to achieve by the end of 

Reception.  We looked at the four principles which underpin the EYFS and the 

characteristics of effective learning.   

Prior to discovering which areas of learning are ‘Prime’ and which are ‘Specific’, parents 

worked together on their tables to make logical guesses regarding the areas.   There 

were some surprised faces once they were revealed! 

Later in the workshop, parents engaged in some play based learning of their own.  We 

discussed the importance of this learning style for young children.  There were two 

main learning experiences for the parents with their ‘play’, one was to understand that 

it is not about the ‘outcome’ or the finished product, but about the process and the 

skills needed to work with others and secondly, we stopped abruptly and they were 

asked to “tidy up for lunch” to show the parents how destructive this could be for a 4 – 

5 year old if they are in the middle of a masterpiece, that is important for the children 

to have the opportunity to return to their work. 

Finally, we watched a video clip of a range of Early Years professionals discussing types 

of learning and the importance of play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



‘Reading and Phonics in the Early Years’ 

On the 14th October 2016 parents and carers of children in the EYFS were invited to 

attend a workshop on Reading and Phonics.  Parents/carers learnt about a range of 

reading strategies they could use at home during shared reading, both with books sent 

home from school and those they have at home already. 

Parents learnt about ‘robot arms’ we use to segment the sounds in words, sound talking 

the word and blending the letter sounds back together to read the word.  We 

introduced parents to ‘sound buttons’ which support identification for the number of 

letter sounds in a word.  Parents learnt that one ‘button’ in not necessarily for one 

letter, for example a digraph where two letters together make one sound, such as ‘sh’ 

will only have one sound button, similarly for trigraphs such as ‘igh’ will only require one 

button.  Parents then had a go at putting sound buttons onto a range of words, ranging 

from simple words such as ‘cat’ to challenging words such as ‘lightning’. 

Parents were shown a range of resources that their children use during their phonics 

lessons and some keen favourites they might like to replicate at home, such as magnetic 

letters, sound cubes and whiteboards. 

Finally, parents were provided a range of websites and books which the EYFS 

recommend to support reading and phonics at home. 

 


