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History Policy 

1. Aims and objectives 

1.1 History at Langney Primary school aims to provide pupils with a thorough 
understanding of the past of both Britain and the wider world. We teach 
children a sense of chronology, and through this they develop a sense of 
identity and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. 
Thus they learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern 
multicultural Britain. By considering how people lived in the past, they 
are better able to make their own life choices today. We teach children to 
understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we 
also teach them to investigate these past events and by doing so, to 
develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem 
solving. We aim to ensure that children are able to think critically when 
examining evidence and can develop their own opinions, which they can 
then back up with their historical knowledge. 

1.2 The aims of History are: 

 To foster in children an interest and excitement for the past and to 
develop an understanding that enables them to enjoy all that History 
has to offer; 

 To enable children to know about significant events in British history, 
and to appreciate how things have changed over time; 

 To develop a sense of chronology; 

 To develop knowledge and understanding of historical development 
in the wider world;  

 To develop a strong knowledge about the local History; 

 To help children understand society and their place in it so that they 
develop a sense of their cultural heritage; 

 To develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, 
evaluation and presentation;  

 To develop research and interpretation skills using a range of media 
and artefacts; 

 To develop opinions and interpret History using a variety of sources 
and evidence. 

 

2. Teaching and learning style 

2.1 We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in History lessons in 
order to enable children to think as historians. These include, but are not 
limited to: 
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 Teacher presentations, role-play and story telling; 

 Question and answer sessions, discussions and debates; 

 Individual and group research and presentations; 

 Investigating artefacts, maps, photographs, paintings and other 
documents as sources of evidence; 

 Critical analysis and evaluation of sources of evidence; 

 Computing- interactive white board and internet resources, tablets, 
Google Drive, CD ROMs, TV and other visual and audio resources; 

 Topic and Artefact Boxes for areas of the History curriculum; 

 Fieldwork, visitors and visits to museums and sites of historic 
interest; 

 Special Events: History Days or Weeks such as Wild West Week, 
Remembrance Week, Nelson Victor Carter Day, Feasts, Greek Day 
and Battle Re-enactments. 

2.2 Emphasis is placed on the development of enquiry skills and empathy, 
as well as on factual knowledge. A creative approach to the History 
curriculum by both teachers and children is encouraged. Links are 
recommended between History, Literacy, Citizenship, Science, 
Technology and other curriculum areas wherever possible. This makes it 
more likely that a rich humanities curriculum can be delivered, as well as 
providing a more creative, enjoyable approach to teaching and learning. 

2.3 We recognise that in all classes children have a wide range of ability in 
History and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all 
children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 
We achieve this through a range of strategies: 

 Setting tasks of increasing difficulty, where children can take 
responsibility for challenging themselves and self-improvement; 

 Grouping children and setting different tasks for each group; 

 Using peer learning buddies to allow pupils to support each other in 
the learning process; 

 Providing a range of challenge through the provision of different 
resources; 

 Scaffolding learning through resource support; 

 Using questioning strategies to develop understanding and highlight 
misconceptions 

 Using higher order thinking skills, such Blooms Taxonomy; 
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 Using classroom assistants to support children individually or in 
groups. 

 

3. History curriculum planning 

3.1 History is planned, taught and assessed in accordance with the National 
Curriculum (2014) which outlines aims and objectives for Key Stage 1 
and Key Stage 2. Schools are given certain freedom when choosing 
certain areas they wish to study. 

3.2 Subject planning for History has three phrases:  

 Long Term: This ensures continuity and progression within the 

subject and ensures that there is no unnecessary duplication or 
omission. The long-term plan maps out the History topics and 
objectives covered in each year group. The History subject leader 
works this out in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year 
group. Please see the Langney History National Curriculum 
Coverage in Appendix 1. 

 Medium Term: Year group teaching staff establish which topics will 
be covered and at which time in the year. Medium Term plans ensure 
that classes within the same year group cover the same objectives.  

 Short Term: This allows the teacher to interpret the lesson plan in 

their own way and deliver the lesson in an interesting and 
appropriate way for their class, taking into account abilities and 
needs within the class. Teachers plan with their partner 
teacher/teachers during the medium term plan and can then edit and 
amend the planning through annotations if they feel it necessary. 

 

4. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

4.1 We encourage History in Reception and Nursery classes as an integral 
part of the topic work covered during the year. As the Reception and 
Nursery classes are part of the Foundation Stage we relate the History 
side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning 
Goals (ELGs), which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged 
three to five. History makes a significant contribution to developing a 
child’s knowledge and understanding of the world, through activities 
such as dressing up in historical costumes, looking at pictures of famous 
people in history, or discovering the meaning of vocabulary (‘new’ and 
‘old’, for example) in relation to their own lives. 
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5. Contribution of History to teaching in other curriculum areas 

5.1  English 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school 
by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. Some of the texts that we use in English are historical in 
nature. Children develop oracy through discussing historical questions or 
presenting their findings to the rest of the class. Children’s speaking and 
listening skills are enhanced through the use of drama and role play 
within History lessons. They develop their writing ability by composing 
reports, diary entries and letters. Pupils’ writing is supported by the use 
of writing frames and word banks. 

5.2  Maths 
The teaching of History contributes to children’s mathematical 
understanding in a variety of ways. Children learn to use numbers when 
developing a sense of chronology through activities such as creating 
time-lines and through sequencing events in their own lives. Children 
learn to interpret information presented in graphical or diagrammatic 
form. Venn diagrams are also used to compare and contrast aspects of 
History. 

5.3  PSHE 

History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and 
health education and citizenship. Children develop self-confidence by 
having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social 
questions, such as how society should respond to poverty and 
homelessness. They discover how to be active citizens in a democratic 
society by learning how laws are made and changed, and they learn how 
to recognise and challenge stereotypes, and to appreciate that racism is 
a harmful aspect of society. They learn how society is made up of people 
from different cultures and they start to develop tolerance and respect for 
others. 

5.4  Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education 

In our teaching of History we contribute where possible to the children’s 
spiritual development. We also provide children with the opportunity to 
discuss moral questions, or what is right and wrong through various 
historical topics. The History programme of study enables children to 
understand that Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further enriched by 
the multi-cultural British society of today.  

5.5  Computing 

Computing technology enhances our teaching of History, wherever 
appropriate, in all key stages. This more than meets the statutory 
requirement for children to use technology as part of their History work in 
Key Stage Two. The children use Computing in a variety of ways, such 
as word processing, finding information on the Internet and presenting 
information through Google Slides. They can make creative use of the 
digital camera to record photographic images. They can further use 
Google Drive to share information with their peers. 
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5.6  PE 
During different Historical topics, children may research past exercise 
regimes and dances. 

5.7  Geography 
Geographical links are made in learning by looking at the history of 
different countries and continents; how the world and the people / 
animals in it have changed; as well as how the local environment has 
changed 

5.8  Music 

Looking at the development of music throughout time and instruments 
played at the time period being studied. 

5.9 Art 

Changes in artistic style and fashions, famous artists throughout 
History. 

 

6. Equal Opportunties 

6.1  Langney Primary prides itself on its inclusive and supportive ethos 
across the curriculum. All children will be given access to History 
irrespective of race, gender, creed, level of ability or nationality. Mutual 
respect and tolerance for all cultures will be promoted through the study 
of History. Through our History teaching we provide learning 
opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive 
hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, 
those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents and those 
learning English as an additional language. We take all reasonable steps 
to achieve this.  

 

7. Assessment and recording 

7.1  Children demonstrate their ability in History in a variety of different ways. 
Younger children might, for example, act out a famous historical event, 
whilst older pupils may produce a Google Slides presentation based on 
their investigation. 

7.2  Teachers will assess children’s work by making assessments during 
lessons and on completion of a piece of work. The teacher assesses 
using the formative assessment sheets and uses this information to plan 
for future learning. Written or verbal feedback is given to the child to help 
guide his or her progress. Older children are encouraged to make 
judgements about how they can improve their own work. 

7.3  At the end of a whole unit, the teacher makes a summary judgement 
about the work of each pupil. We pass this information on to the next 
teacher at the end of the year and to parents in an annual written report. 
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8. Resources 

8.1 There are sufficient resources for all History teaching units in the school. 
We keep these resources in the history cupboards or class areas where 
the equipment is labelled accordingly. The library also contains a supply 
of topic books to support children’s individual research. 

8.2 Resources in school include: 

 Pictures 

 Photographs 

 Stories 

 Reference books 

 Artefacts 

 Games 

 Teacher resource books 

 Newspapers 

 Videos 

 Recorded television programmes and accompanying teacher notes. 

 

9. Health and safety 

9.1  The general teaching requirement for health and safety applies in this 
subject. Please refer to the whole school Health and Safety policy for 
more details. Particular care should be taken when children are 
investigating historical artefacts. The school visits policy should be 
adhered to when making visits in relation to History. 

 
10. Monitoring and review 

10.1 Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of 
teaching in History is the responsibility of the History subject coordinator. 
The work of the subject coordinator also involves supporting colleagues 
in their teaching, being informed about current developments in the 
subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the 
school. The subject coordinator has specially allocated time in which to 
fulfil this role by reviewing samples of children’s work and visiting 
classes to observe teaching in the subject. This policy will be reviewed at 
least every three years. 
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11. Extra-curricular activities 
11.1 History club is provided during the Autumn term by a lead 

practitioner from the Redoubt Fortress. Funding for this is provided from 
the school, in partnership with the National Lottery Fund. This club 
encourages enthusiasm and excitement for a range of historical units 
and is enhanced through a visit to the Redoubt Fortress. 
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Langney Primary School 
 

 

 



Langney Primary School 
 

 

 

 


